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being earried out in their entirety, but
which should be enforced quite as mueh
to-day as when they were passed.

The Colonial Secretary:
wmunicipalities.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Then let the at-
tention of the municipalities be directed
to the faet. If it so happens thut mem-
hers succeed in doing ‘that, we shall have
accomplislied something.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

That is due to

In Commitlee,
Bili passed through Commttee without
debate, reported wilhout amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL — GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

BILL—ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT,
Returned from the Assembly without

amendment.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECTAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central} [5.20]: T move--

That the House at ils rising adjourn
un#il Tuesday, 7th September.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 530 p.m.

399

Legistative Elssembly,
Wednesday, 25th August, 1915,

PAGE
Qucstmns tl?u:ﬂ Cross Funds and unemploy- 309
Bills : \eucasilc-Bolgart. Roilway Further EX-
tension, 1R. 399
Roads_Act ‘Amendment Gontlnunncc 1R, 309
Licensing Act Amendment Conlinunncu 1R. 390
Paper presented .. .. 4o
hllnlstcrlal Statement, Htllid..lln“ the Mafvest .. 400
Bills: Government Bloctric Waorks Act Amend-
ment, 3R, .. . 405 .
Adoption ‘of Children Act Amcndmcnt. 3n. .. 405
Land and Income Tax, returned .. 414
Fremantle Municipal Tmmua\a and Electric
Lighting Aet Amendment. returned |, 414
Motlons . Immigratlon Dumrtment to continue 405
\\}ndham Freezing Works, to inquire .. 415
Mopey Dills Procedure, Joint ‘;tnnding Orders , . 414
Heturn @ Railway heuzht. and ][aullng costa,
Gosnella—Midland, = .. 430

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—RED CROSS FUNDS
AND UNEMPLOYMENT.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS asked the Premier:
1, Have the {iovernmenl considered the
advisability eof exercising some conirol
over the expenditure of the money col-
leeted in this State for the Red Cross
Fund? 2, As it is reported that con-
siderable unemployment exists among
women, will the Govermment use their
influence with the committee conbrol-
ling that fund in the direction of indue-
ing them to employ these women making
clothing for wounded soldiers?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Funds
raised by ihe Red Cross Society are sub-
seribed voluntarily.  The Government,
therefore, can exercise no control over
the expenditure of these. 2, The local
Secerelary of the Red Cross Fund is Mr.
A. D. Rankin, and doubtless represen-
tations made to him in this regard would
receive the consideration of theose re-
sponsible for the expenditure of the
money collected.

BILLS {3)-—FIRST READING.
1, Neweastle-Bolgart Railway Further
Extension.
2. Roads Act Continnance,
Introduced by the Minister for Works.
3. Licensing Act Continuance.
Introduced by the Attorney Genersl.
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PAPER PRESENTED. —another urgenl request was re-
By the Minister for Lands: Govern- ceived, first from the \"ictorizv:u
ment Refrigerating Works, Audit of Ae- Covernment, that Western Australia

counts.

MINISTERTAL STATEMENT-—
HANDLING THE HARVEST.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (iHon.
W. D. Joknson—~Guildford) [4.37]:
With the indulgence of the House, 1
would like to make a statement in regard
to the conference held in Melbourne,
which 1 attended, to deal with the gnes-
tion of the shipping of the fortheoming
harvest.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of
hon. members that the Minister be
heard 7

Members : Aye,

Mr., SPEAKER:
proceed.

Thre MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
members will recolleet that some little
time back a suggestion was received
from the Commonwealth Government
through the Federal Attorney General
(Mr. Hughes) that representatives of
the various States should go to Mel-
bourne to confer with him in regard to
the securing of freight for the Austra-
lian harvest. I was sent across by the
Government to represent Western Aus-
tralia, and Mr. Hughes pointed out at
that time that he did not think it advis-
able te have a conference of all the
States, but that he desired to get the
individual view of the various States
and to obtain as much detail as possible
su that he might understand the ques-
tion and see whether it was generally
considered hy the States, as a whole,
that the Commonwealth should co-oper-
ate with the States with a view to en-
gaging sufficient freight. On hehalf of
Western Australia I concurred in that
proposal, because the views of the farm-
ers generally expressed in this State
were that we should try to eliminate com-
petition, so far as the securing of freight
was concerned. Affer returning o the
State—T had been back only a few days

The Minister nay

should he represented at a conference,
this time of the whole of the States, to

further consider the question. At the
suggestion of the Government, T com-

municated with Mr. Hughes, asking him
whether he thought it desirable or neces-
sary that another conference should he
held. He repled ithat he thomght it of
the ulmost importance. Consequently, I
atlended the second conference which was
held immediately on my arrival in Mel-
bourne. There weve present the Attorney
Ceneral. representing the Commonwealth,
and the Ministers for Agrienlture from
New South YWales, Vietorin, South Aus-
tralin, and Western Australia. On as-
sembling, Mr. Hughes said that, as a re-
sult of the meeting he had had with the
representatives of the various States
some {ime previously, that is the meeting
to which 1 have referred, e had got into
communication with shipping people, and
had cone to an arrangement with two
tiris to do the whole of the chartering
necessary for the Anstralian harvest., An
agreement had been arrived at and the
terms of the agreement were submitted
{o the conference, but after getting some
information willl regard to the details
from Mr. Hughes, the conference agreed
that they wounld meet representatives of
the shipping firms of Ausiralia, repre-
sentafives of the wheat buyers of Aus-
fralia and also representatives of the
Chambers of Commerce in the varions
Siates. We discussed with llese gentle-
men the proposal as it was understeod
by them and as it was understood by the
preople of the various States. These re-
presentatives all took the attitude of
what they ealled the broad principle—I
did not concur of course—that they be-
lieved in non-interference with private
enterprise, They were of opinion that
the shipping people should look after the
shipping, that the buyers should look
after the buying, and generally speaking
they thought these people were well able
to cope with the business wilhout the in-
terference of either the Commonwealth
or any of the States. After bearing these
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views, ihe conference considered the mat-
ter and it was decided with some slight
alteralions, very slight indeed, to adopt
ihe arrangement arrived at by Mr.
Hughes wth the (wo firms, namely, Eider
Smith and Co. and Gibbs, Bright and Co.
These two firms had been approached hy
Mr. Hughes and an agreement had heen
arrived af, and with some shight altera-
tions made after hearing the views of lhe
varions representatives mentioned, the
agreement was adopted. The adoption of
the agreement unanimously by the eon-
ference means that the chariering of the
whole of the freightagze for the whole of
the erop of those four exporting States
will he in the hands of two firms. I de
not want to wo into detail with regard to
the agreement. This is a mafter, of
course, which is lefi in the hands of the
Federal Attorney General, but hon, mem-
bers will feel easy in their minds in re-
gard lo the payments to be made to fhese
two firms when T tell them that, while the
agreeiment specifies for the payment of
the nsual commission in regurd Lo char-
tering, there is an arrangemenl staling
that after 500,000 tous has been char-
tered, the remuneration or commission is
ihen to be reviewed. The object of the
clanse is Lhis: it is very difficult at lhe
present stage to estimate exactly what
will be paid to these firms, and it was
gencrally agreed that after chartering
500000 tons we would he in a position
to judge whether their remuneration un-
der the agreement was small or large,
and whether it shouid be amended ae-
cordingly. Thal was agreed to and is
part and parcel of the agreement. Thus
a general understanding has been arrived
at in regard to the commission which is
to be reviewed after 300,000 tons has
heen secored. T may say it is generallv
calenlated, though it is preity hard at this
stage to definitely state the tonnage
figures, that abouf two million tons will
be required.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Can the Minister give
the House any idea what the Freialt is
likely to be.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T
will ecome to that in a minute. 1f hon,
hon. members will allow me, T will ex-
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plain the position, and afterwards, with
the permission of the Speaker, I will ans-
wer any questions that may be pui, I
mentioned that the arranging of the char-
fering would be effected by these two
firme. This would inelude the arranging
for parveels that are carried on the ordin-
ary traders, As we all know, there are
certain vessels usnally trading with Aus-
tralia, which carry back parcels such as
a percentage of wool, a percentage of
wheat, and a percentage of something
el=e. 1t has been arranged that the load-
ing of any parcels on these usual traders
will be attended to by those firms. Any
(ommonwealth transports, or other ves-
sels which the Federal Government may
have under their ¢ommand, will also he
placed at the disposal of these two firms,
so that they may arrange for the utilisa-
tton of that space. The rate of freight for
the Commonwealth vessels, both trans-
Forts and others, has been fixed at a low
rate. T do not propose to give that rale,

* hecanse to do s0 might mislead; but it has

been fixed at a low amount, and will be
faken in the general average when the
flat rale is struek. That is a matter
which T will deal with more fully very
shortiv.  Then, of course, the two firms
will attend to the chartering of all fnll
eargoes.  That work, as we know, 13
usually done by these Arms and by the
wheat-buying firms, This season, how-
ever, it will he done by the two firms [
have named, and thev will atiend to the
chartering of vessels ecarrying full car-
goes.  Affer we bad adopred the agree-
menl, we again melb the representaiives
of these firms and of the various inlerests
te which T have alveady referred, and in-
formed them of the decision of confer-
ence, T am very pleased to he able io
state fhat they said, “Well, you have
given us vour decision, and you are going
to get our hearty co-operation” They
evidenced a very good spirit imdeed, and.
while from all quarters they had coun-
selled us that it was unwise to interfere
with the ordinary channels of private
enlerprise, yet. after conference had de-
cided, they said that the seheme wounld
have their hearty co-operation and that
ther would assist in every possible way.
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Member: Who said that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
shippers, the wheat buyers, the Cham-
bers of Commerce, and all those dealing
with the business. Then we also urged
upon these firms the importance of at-
tending particularly to the export of
flour. We pointed out—and they realised
at onee—that flour export from Australia
is of the utmost importance. It was
pointed out by the delegates that we
wanted to export flour in preference to
wheat. In the formner case we have the
advantage of the offal being available
for the requirements of the various States.
This phase of the question was fully real-
ised by the charterers, and they said it
would receive their special consideration,
We diseussed certain minor details in re-
gard to the matter, and 1 propose at an
carly date to have a conference with the
Flour Millers’ Associafion, so as 1o lay
hefore them those details, hecause, after
all, the arrangement affects them directly
and it is neeessary that they should
understand exactly how matters
will operate  during this  season.
The charterers will be limited, there-
fore, to attending to wheat freights
and flonr freights, After leaving that
conference T went nto the qguesiton of
froit freight, whielt of course necessitates
refrigerated spaee; and T found that the
Commonwealth Government had contral
of practically the whole of the refriger-
ated space in the various boats trading
from Australia. 1 went into that ques-
tton with Mr. Hughes again. On my
previous visit to Melborne I had brought
under his notice the importance of this
matter from a Western Australian point
of view, and as the resuit of a diseussion
with Mr. Hughes I went to Captain
Clarkson, who controls this portion of
Commonwealth Government’s responsi-
hilities.  Captain Clarkson went inlo the
matter with me in detail, and submitted
to me what I consider a very definite ail
praetical proposition, and one which wili
prove highly satisfactory to the fruit-
growers of Western Australia. Here
again, T propose to have a conference
with the fruitgrowers, so that they will
anderstand exacily what is proposed. !
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may say also that I am indeed pleascd
with the manner in whiech the Common-
wealth Government have proposed to meet
Western Australia, as well as the other
prarts of Australia, in regard to rvefriger-
ated space, Wheat and flour freights will
be controtlled by the two firms, who, in
tarn, will be under the direction of the
Federal Attorney Cieneral, representing
the Commonwealth, and of the Ministers
for Agrieulture, representing the various
States, There was a proposal that we
should have outside interests represented
on some board which might go into details
regarding the distribution of freights
and so on, .but we saw grave danger in
that regard, and it was unapimously de-
cided that the eontrol should be left to
the Commonwealth representative and the
States’ representatives. The two firms
will start chartering immediately ; indeed,
T suppose some work in that eonnection
has alrendy heen done, However, an
effort is {o be made to get as much freight
secured as possible by October—the mid-
dle of October for preference. Then it
is proposed to declare about the middle
of October a flat raie. That is to say, as
many transports and other vessels as may
be available will he seeured fo lift Aus-
tralian wheat during December and Jan-
vary. It is anticipaied that we shall have
a fair quantity of wheat available for
lifting towards the end of December and
zarly in January. T sincerely trust fhat
our Western Australian farmers will
make an effort 1o get their wheat in as
early as possible, so that this Stale may
have the advantage of its early harvest,
and thereby secure a fair proportion of
the early freights. In ovder that freights
may be available for December and Jan-
vary, it is proposed to declare, by the
middle of Qclober if possible, the fat
rate for the charters then seeured. By
that time wheat buyers will know what to
expect and what their freights will be,
and they ean then start operations. That
will practically mean that the wheat-buy-
ing season will open towards the middle
of October, or as soon as they possibly-
can arrange in Qctober. Then it is pro-
osed to convene towards Novewber a
meeting for the purpose of distributing
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the freights. I quite realise the import-
ance of this, and so did the conference
realise the diffieuliy and the importance
of the distribution of the freight which
may be secured. The matter is one, of
course, that the various States will have
to take into very careful consideration.
By that time they will realise what their
harvests will be and also will know what
their railway facilities will be for gefting
wheat to the ports, so that we shall be
able to state that by a given daie a given
aquantity of wheat will be available at the
vavious ports. The charters will be dis-
tributed in aeccordance wilth the export-
able quantities available af the various
ports at the times when ithe steamers are
avpilablee. T also had the pleasure of
going into detail with the charterers re-
garding some of the difficulties we shall
have in Western Ausiralia. I pointed
out that T did not anticipate any difficuity
in the shipment of wheat at either Fre-
mantle, Bunbury, or Albany, but that |
did anticipate some difficulty at Geraid-
ton. T said that if was anticipated we
would have a large proportion of wheat to
export from Geraldton; that from what I
could gather from the departmental offi-
cers and others the erops in that portion
of the State, which would go o Gerald-
ton as their natorai port, are doing re-
markably well, and that we should be
justified in anticipating a very big har-
vest indeed in that portion of the Stafe.
1 emphasised the need for overcomingz
the difliculties at Geraldion, T alsn
peinted out that more than likely we
wonld have an early harvest in that por-
tion, and the charterers assured me that
they would give particular attention to
that aspect of the matter. T consider we
are fortunate in having the firm of Elder,
Shenton & Co., who, of course, are really
a branch of Elder, Smith & Co., of Adel-
aide, in our State to look after this
business. Elder, Shenton & Co. will aet
with Elder, Smith & Co. in arranging
tonnage for Western Ausiralian requive-
ments. T may also point ont that the
importance and the advantage of the Im-
perial Government aequiring the export
surplus of Australian harvests were fully
appreciated hy conference. Howerver, I

-403

do not desire to say more than that that
subject received special eonsideration.
There was another matter whieh I had
the pleasure of dizscussing very briefly,
becansce, after all, it is a malter whieh the
Colonial Treasurer will have to go into.
That is the question of making advances
to the farmers against wheat stacked
at the various sidings on the production
of certificates from the Commissioner ot
Railways. 1 quite anticipate that this
vear—and 1 think all farmers realise il
—we are going to have some difficulfy in
getting our wheat away; that we ave not
coire to get it away in the time we did io
previous years. Tt is going to fake longer,
and consequently our wheat will have to
be stacked al the sidings or clsewhere for
some time awaiting shipment, until the
boats are available. It may be neces-
sary for the farmers to get advances on
their wheat, and I want to prevent their
being forced into a position of having to
sell their wheat because they arc in need
of financial assistance. Consequently,
the matter was discussed wiih the finan-
eial institutions; and I believe the Co-
lonial Treasurer will follow the matter
up with a view of arriving at some de-
finile understanding, so that if the whent
buyers find they cannot advanee upon
reasonable rates, owing {o the diffienlty
ar delay of shipment this year, the Gov-
ernment will be able fo make arrange-
ments by which the farmers will be pro-
tected, and will be able to get advances

on whenat stacked at the sidings, The
advance will, of course, be recouped,

shonld the farmer clect to ship his wheat
or ultimately to sell it to the wheal
buyers.  Another matter which has
received attention, and which was hriefly
discussed at a Cabinet meeting to-day,
was the question of making special ar-
rangements for the purpose of covering
wheat: heeause, if we have to stack it
at the sidings. we have to remember that
eorrugated iron in particular is espen-
sive and difficult to get this yvear. Dur-
ing the discussion to-day in Cabinet it
was suggested that this matter should be
given special attention, with a view to
having special arrangements made by
the Railway Department to see that the
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stacks at the various sidings are ade-
quately covered. If possible, we wish to
be able to gunarantee that the wheat
stacked is eovered in sueh a way that the
financial institutions will be justified in
advancing against it. The qnestion of
bags was also diseussed, but it was found
that all the other States were in cxactly
the same position as Western Australia.
Early in the year I had a conference
with the jute merchants, and they in-
formed me that they had a fairly large
carry-over from last year and that they
had made satisfactory arrangements to
get a sufficient supply for Western Aus-
tralia, They gave me a definite assur-
ance that they were able to cope with ail
our requirements, and I found that the
other States were in practieally the sanic
position. It is true that some Ciovern-
ments have made an effort—at least, 1
understand that is so—to secure bags
themselves; but they found, as the Gov-
ernment here have found on various oc-
easions, that no Government ean buy any
cheaper thau a merchant can. The rata
is struck; and there is no advantage to
be gained by buving in large quantities.
Consequently, conference ecarried a
nnanimous resolution that, as far as the
bag supply was coneerned, it should be
left to the merchanls, who would see
that an adequate supply was available
for all requirements. Before closing T
would Like to state also that, while in
Melbourne, I discussed with the Vic-
forian Government the removal of the
embargo which has been placed on the
import of Western Australian  eattle
into  Vietorin;  but, unfortunately, T
could make no progress as to that. The
Victorian Government do not seem to
realise the extent of Western Australia.
They have an idea that because we have
tick in East Kimberley we most have it
in Perth also. One can talk as much as
one likes, but that is how the matter
stands. I explained that Riverina eat-
tle might as well be prevented from
coming into Vietoria heeause there was
tick in Queensland. However, T could
make no progress, and, so far as T eould
gather when T left, there was not much
chanee of our getting the embargo on the
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shipment of Western Australian cattle to
Vietoria removed. However, I had a
discussion with the Federal Minister for
Customs, whe has heen faking an active
pirt in the importation of meat from
Queensland into Vietoria and South Aus-
tralia. 1 pointed out to him the neces-
sity for realising that we had a certain
guantity of surplas stock in  Western
Australia, and [ asked him to take that
into eonsideration when he was dealing
with the requiremeuts of Vietoria and
South Auvstralia, and these arrangements
with the South Australian authorities.
There there is no embargo and we can
make salisfactory arrangements with
South Australia and these arrangements
I proposge to discuss with the export offi-
cers of the department and the export
shippers so that we may come to an
understanding on that point. I may
point out that some time ago I instrue-
ted Mr. Lee Steere, who is well up in
stock matiers and a reliable officer of the
Stoek  Department, te go  into  the
wratter  and  see what stoek sup-
plies there were and T was assured by
that officer that we wonld have a snrplus
and that he wounld endeavonr to market
that surplus in the best markets in order
to assist our producers. Our diffienlty
in Western Australia is, that we cannot
freeze or chill satisfactorily, our plant
here heing limited. In order to get rid
of our swrplus when available | am in-
elined to think that we shall have to
send inore away on the hoof than we do at
present. 1 had the pleasure with a re-
presentative of Elder, Smith & Co., of
seeing 80 or 00 cattle in a paddock and
I may say they were a fair average
ample of what this State can produce at
the present time. T think those were all
thre matters disenssed af the conference
and all the matters which 1 think T need
place before the Cbhamber and the coun-
try so that all may understand the po-
gilion of affairs.

Hou. 1, B. LEFROY (Moore) [52] :
The statement by the RMinister is very
interesting not only to the wheat grow-
ers but to ilie House and we are much
obliged to the Minister. for his remarks.
The Minister informed ns th:¢ arrange-
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uients had been made with two firms for
the chartering of vessels to convey our
wheat from Western Australia. What I
would lhke to know, and no doubt
what the farmers would like to know, is
how that freight is to be arranged. The
important matter to the farmers is what
they will have to pay and on what basis
payment will be made. The Minister is
of opinion that the lowest possible freight
will be obtained if the matter is allowed
te be arranged by the two firms. Per-
haps the Minister will give the Housse
some information on that point? It must
have been diseussed at the conference.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Jolnson-—Guildford [53]: That
is one of the matters that was discussed
by the representatives which T met and
also at the conference. I think it will
appeal to members by just stating in a
hroad way that there is a eertain amount
of freight offering in the world’s markets
and if each Siate is competing for that
freight more will have fo be paid for it
than if one frm is competing for it all.
[ am confident, and the conference was
unanimous on that point, that it is desir-
able that we shounld limit the competition
to the utmost, and we limited it by plae-
ing it in the hands of one firm. A flat
rate will be declared to start in Qectober.
Tn November and December another rate
will be struck and so-on, declaring a flat
rate for the whole of Anstralia. Then the
space will be distnibuted to the States in
proportion to their exporiable service.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyav) [5.4]: Has
a limit been placed on the ameonnt to he
offered for freight, or bas a free hand
heen given?

The WINTISTER FOR LANDS: (Hon.
W. D. Jobnson—Guildford} [5.5]: No,
a free hand has not been given. It is
generally recognised that a eertain rate
should be secured and if it is found that
rate cannot be secured, that it is exces-
sive, then the matter will have to be sent
to the Attorney General, that is if it is
above what is considered a fair rate.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [5.6]:
I would like to ask the Minister if a
freight has definitely been arranged for
the shipping by transports? I do not ask
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the Minister what arrangement has been
made, but has it been definitely arranged
what freight is to be paid by transports
and is thal freight to be pooled?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [6.7]: I do
not propose to give figures but it i1s a low
freight. That freight will be pooled and
will bring down the average of the other
freight which will be mueh higher.

Mr. WANSBRQUGH  (Beverley)
[5.8]: Was any effort made by the con-
ference to induce the Commonwealth au-
thovities to remove the imposition of the
ten per cent. imposed last year?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
\W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [5.9]: That
was done. A resolntion was carried to
be submitted io the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmen{ and was conveved to the At-
torney General, who promised that he
wonld consult Cabinet in regard to the
matter

BILLE (2)—THIRD READING.

1. Government Tlectric Works Act
Amendment.

Transmitied to the Couneil.

2. Adoption of Children Act Amend-
ment,

Passed.

MOTTON—IMMIGRATION DEPART-
MENT, TO CONTINUE.
Hoo. J. D. CONNOLLY
1510]: I move—

That, in the opinion of this House,
is 18 essential in the best inlerests of
the State that the Government should
continue the ITmmigration Depariment
and all agencies and arrangements
made in the past, which were found
essential for @ wvigorows Pmmigralion
policy.

T suppose withont exeeption every mem-
her of the House is pledged to a vigorous
policv of immigration. The members of
the Government have deelared in favour
of such a poliev as well as private mem-
hers of the House, and I do not dispute
for a moment that there is a member in
the House who will gainsay the advisa-

(Perth)
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bility of adhering to a policy of immigra-
twn. Bat, unfortunately, I find from ex-
perience, the Government, and perhaps
members also, when it comes to the actnal
time for putling the policy into practice
are not so enthusiastic as they were when
they stood for election or when they de-
clared that it was part of the policy of
the Government.

The Minister for Works: They are
more enthusiastic than you were.

Hou. J. D. CONNOLLY: Personally
1 am inclined to exempt from my remarks
the Minister for Works, He adminis-
tered this depariment for some years and
Y say in all sincerity 1 think he adminis-
tered that department wiih a good heart
and was sincere in carrying on a vigor-
ous immigration policy. 'While saying
thai in regard to the Minister for Works
I do not hold that opinion in regard to
the Government generally. The Govern-
ment have not shown that by their aec-
tions and that is the reason for bhringing
forward the motion this afternoon, so
that the House may have an opportunity
of again expressing the opinion that
it is desirable and essential that a vigor-
ous immigration poliey should be ad-
hered to.

Hon R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : At the present time.

Hon. J. D CONNOLLY: 1 do not
want members to misunderstand me No
sane man for a moment would think that
it is advisable at the present time to con-
tinue immigration, for able-bodied men,
such as we require as immigrants, are
wanted for another purpose. But, prim-
arity, the reason I move the motion is
an aceount of the action of the Honovary
Minister (Mr. Underwood) and the en-
dorsement that aetion has received from
Cahinet. T find in the minute in regard
to the retirement of the Chief Protector
of Aborigines, Mr. Gale, Mr. Underwoond
wrote to Cabinet stating—

I have eonferred with Mr. Jull on
this maiter and it was agreed that the
immigration department be disbanded
with the exception of Mr. Neville, who
will retain his present position of see-
retary and also take over the positien
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of either Chief Protector of Aborigines

or secreiary to that department.
Unfortunately Cabinet approved of that
minute and in approving of the retire-
ment of the Chief Protector of Aborigines
Cabinet approved of the abolifion of the
iminigration depariment. It took a great
many years to establish, not merely the
depariment, but all arrangements inei-
dental to the department. I need searcely
remind hou. metmbers that a good flow
of emigrants cannot he established in a
week, a1 month, or a year. In the early
part of 1906 the Moore Government, like
former governments, declared that they
were in favour of an immigration policy;
but unlike former governments they acted
on that declaration and established the
policy on a firm basis. Prior to that time
we had very few immigrants.

The Minister for Works: All the initial
work was done by the Daglish Govern-
ment.

Hon. J D. CONNOLLY : Tf that is all
the Minister can c¢laim I am sorry for the
Daglish Government’s immigration poliey,
because T am speaking of a period twelve
months or more after the Daglish Govern-
ment. There were only about 200 or 300
immigrants per annum coming to this
State at that time and they con-
sisted largely of persons of the Fast-

ern  States who had their relatives
here and who were offered special
indneements to come here. A good

policy it was, teo. But in regard to
receiving Immigrants from England or
Turope there were praetically none ar-
riving. This immigration policy which we
have since enjoyed was sfarted in the
early part of 1906. Full arrangements
were made and instroctions were sent
to the then Agent General, 8ir Walier
James, who vigoreusly tock up the gues-
tion.

The Minister for Works: On behalf of
the Lahour Government.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY H NO, I am
speaking of the time when the Moore
Government were in office, when this im-
migration poliey was started.

The Premier: Sir Walter James was
not Agent General when the Moore Gov-
ernment were in power.
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Hon, J. D. CONNXOLLY: He was.

The Premier: Ile was not.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: I know he
was. [ was the Minister controlling the
department, and I remember the corres-
pondence I had with him.

The Premier: How did Sir Newton
Moore become Premier?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: By the re-
signation of Sir Cornthwaite Rason.

The Premier: Who resigned to go
Home as Agent General, .

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Pre-
mier’s memory is at fault. Sir Cornth-
waite Rason did not leave lhere ill De-
cember, 1906, and did not assume his new
dufies until March, 1907, while the Moore
Government took office in May, 1006; so
during that fime, that is six or nine
months, Sic Walter James was siill
Agent (eneral. Fle took up the immi-
gration policy with vigour., I do mnot
think he has ever reccived the credit due
to him in this regard. It was indeed a
pleasure to see ihe muunner in which he
handled the poliey in Tondon, and it is
due to him that our immigration poliey
rof a good start. At that time conditions
were entirely different.  The capital
qualifications for an immigrant was the
sossession of £100, with a further £25
for cach child under 15 vears of age.
The first step we adopted was to reduce
the amount from £100 to £50 in order to
encourage immigranls, Again, the pas
sage rales were very high. These we re-
duced by getting a better conlraet with
ihe shipping companies, in addition te
which we reduced the amount payable by
the immigrant, so the immigrant eounld
then obtain a passage for £6. Later on,
when arrangements were working, the
capital qualifiecation was forther reduced
to £10 for domesiic servants and £5 for
farm lahourers, while a passage could be
obtained for an additional £5. Tt was
still further reduced, when domestie ser-
vanie were brought ont for nothing and
farm lahourers at a nominal rate. Then
we established immigration homes where
immigrants eould have beard and resi-
dence for three davs. Those homes were
afterwards extended. and agencies were
established  thronghout the  country.
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Special literature was prepared, as many
as 30,000 copies of one pamphlet being
distributed, and Mr. Ranford, who has
since heen retired from the publie ser-
viece, was sent to Lngland as a special
agent. Later on branches of the homes
were established at Narrogin, Geraldton,
and other places. In all 36 agencies
were established througbout the State,
and an officer was sent through the State
to sec that the immigrants found proper
emiployment and were decently treated.
Similar arrangements were made in Eng-
land. Agencies were established all over
England and Secotland and special con-
tracls were made with the shipping com-
panies. An agency was established at
Fremantle and officers were sent to meet
all boals. Altogether the arrangements
were very complete.

The Minister for Works: They were
still more complete when we closed down
on them.

Hon. J. I». CONNOLLY: Nothing of
the sort. At that time also there was a
special depariment created for immi-
grants and tourists; that is a depart-
ment which the Honorary Minister
(Heon, R. H. Underwood) proposes to
Cabinet should be dishanded.

The Minister for Works:
tourist department.

Hon., J. D. CONNOLLY: I am speak-
ing. not so muech in relation To tourists
as to immigration. Tn 1905, while the
Naglish Government were sfill in office,
the tofal numhber of immigrants arriving
was 322, and in 1906 the number was
655. MThat is the year in whieh, I elaim.
immigration was started. Tn the follow-
ing vear the number was just under
1.000, in 1908 it Tose to 1,200, in 1909 to
1.300, in 1910 to 4.000, and in 1911 fo
0.578. Tn October of 1911 the Wilson
Government left office, and it is passing
strange, if the present Government are so
mueh in favour of immigration, that in
{hat vear immigration atfained its highest
point while in the next wvear, 1912, it
fell to 6,997. Tn the following year the
total was 7,700, while in 1914 it fell to
1.700. going back to the position in which
it was five vears previously. These
figures show clearly that the poliey which

Not the
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we initialed is a sound one, because the
figures kept rising until we left office and
immediately the department was not sym-
pathetically administered we find the
ligures falling.

The Minisier for
the reason?

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Becanse ihe
poliey was not sympathelically adminis-
lered.

The Minister for Works: Is that the
reason why Joe Cook sent to Germany
for immigrants?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not
concerped - about Mr, Cook, but I am
concerned about the manner in which the
flow of immigration to Western Aus-
tralia- has been ruthlessly destroyed. In
1914 the figures dropped to 1,700 as
against 9,500 in 1911,

The Minister for Works: Do vou not
know that there was an agitation in Eng-
land against emigration?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That agita-
tion started 10 years earlier. It was no
light task to initiate all this, because we
were mel with rebuffs wherever we went.
Both in Ireland and Seotland the people
were advised not to leave, and the
Scottish agricultural commission which
eame out here openly opposed emigra-
tion to lhe Commonwealth. We had to
fight amainst that*and against (he compe-
tition of Canada, which was receiving
belween two and three hundred thousand
immigrants per annum; vet our figures
rose in a few years to mnearly 10,000.
Now all that work has heen thrown away.

Mr. Heitmann: But in a had year we
conld not absorbh the same number as we
had previously done.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY:
we could.

Mr, Heitmann: Conld we now, or even
last year?

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The present
time is not normal.

Mr. Heitmann: Why do yon quote it?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The war
period spread over only a few months of
1914. Take the financial year 1913-14
and we find that the figures fell to aboui
1,760. That was months before the war
broke ont. T am quoting the offieial re-

Works: What was

Of course
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turn, taken from the Monthly Statistical
Abstract for July, 1915. The figures
cannot be disputed. The immigrants
were made up of two classes, assisted
and nominated. The nominated were, of
course, nominated by residents in the
State.  As those immigrants arrived in
the State we songht, and suceessfully, to
settle them in employment. They became
a very contented people. That is clearly
shown hy the figures which I will now
quote. In 1910-11 the number of nomi-
nated immigrants had reached 4,000, or
nearly half the immigrants for that year
were ntominated by former immigrants.
That speaks louder than any words of mine
for the conteniment of the immigranis.
When we come to the financial year
1913-14, which the war period does not
cover at all and which ended several
weeks before the war broke out, we find
that the nominated immigrants had
fallen to 2,600. Tn 1910-11 the assisted
immigrants nambered 4,500, and in
1913-14 they had fallen to 1,600. Tt
shows how the Agent (General was dis-
couraged in London when he could only
find 1,600 emigrants to send out fo West-
ern Australia. These immigrants who
were brought ont in the years which T
have quoted, prior 1o 1912, bronght with
them a declared capital of £170,000. They
may have had a great deal more than
that, bot it was only necessary for them to
declare a small amount in order to obtain
an immigrant’s passage. In many cases
they might have declared a preat deal
more than the stipuiated amount, but
altogether the amount declared was, as T
have said, £170,000. T am sorry the Min-
ister for Works is not in his place.

Hon. R. H. Underwood
Minister) : T am here instead.

Hon., J. . CONNOLLY: The Honor-
ary Minister knows nothing at all about
ihe subject. He was not in office. It
was the Minister for Works who admin-
istered the department for three years
previous to the period ahout which T am
speaking. T have pointed out that in
1012 the total number of immigrants had
fallen to 6,900. Speaking from memory,
T should say that there was almost

(IIonorary
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that number of nowminations approved
when T left officee. In fact, for
the 12 months after the Govern-
ment took up the immigration work they
simply brought out people whose nomi-
nations had been received hy myself as
a member of the previous Government.
Full arrangements were made for a flow
of immigranis te the tune of 1,500 a
month and they were beginning to arrive.
They were readily absorbed, and the ar-
rangements were so good that there was
no difficulty at all in utilising them.

Mr. Munsie: Sometimes to the detri-
rient of, the loecal people.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It was not
to the detriment of the local people. At
that time, 1o October 1911—I cannot
speak officially after that—there was a
dearth of labour, as ean readily be seen
from the returns of the Labour Burean.
That dearth was being relieved to the ex-
tent of 1,500 immigrants a month, and
the country could have gone on absorhing
ihat number if the arrangements T had
made had been earried on. Another ar-
rangement was made which, I think, it is
regrettable was dropped. There was a
number of soldiers in India, short service
men, who had served six years. Affer
that term they are pensioned off. These
men join when they are young, from 18
vears to 20, and are discharged at an
average age of 24 or 25, These soldiers
have some ecapifal and are picked men,
and generally have a trade and are very
handy, and make ideal settlers for =a
country like Western Australia, After
making inquiries and interviewing Lord
Kitchener when he was here, we found
that these men were discharged in Lon-
don, and after drifting about. generally
migrated to South America. It oceurred
to us that it would be a goord idea if
these men could he induced to come
here and be saved to the Wmpire.
That arrangement was almost completed.
The number of these men discharged in
the course of a vear during the trooping
season varied between 10,000 and 15,000
and arrangemenis were well oun the way
to our getting as many of these as we eould
accommodate discharged at Fremantle al
no cost to the State, All the necessary
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preliminaries were entered into with the
officer who came from India, but were
cancelled by the Minister for Works. An
opporlunily was thus lost to us of ob-
taining the very best immigrants that
eguld be imagined op to the number of
10,000 o year, and they were all young
and vigorous men in the prime of life.
1 do not intend to delay the House any
further. I have given the House a few
of the principal facls in eonnection with
this matter in order to draw the atten-
tion of members to what has taken place
or is likely to take place at the present
time, and to the fact that the Government
have declared ihat they intend to abolish
the Immigration Department.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : The Government have done
no such thing.

Hon. J. I, COXNOLLY: We learn
from the papers which have been pre-
sented that the Honorary Minister him-
self recognises that lhe ITmmigration De-
partiient hias to be disbanded, and thaf
Cabinet has approved of this, While
there is no room for immigration at the
preseint time, there will, however, he a
ereat deal of room for it when this un-
fortunate war is at an end. Australia,
and Western Australia in particular, will
never he so much in need of immigrants
as it will be at the period I have men-
tioned. At no fime in the listory of the
Empive will a greater opportuity be
offered of securing snitable immigrants
than at the close of this war, We could
absorb 10,000 or 15,000 a year and we
were doing it, and had been doing it for
months. T believe we could have gone on
doing it. If we could do that in 1911,
when this war is over and we come back
to.normal times, why can we not do it
again? We will never be greater than we
are lo-day unless we people this vast
State of ours, What betfter defence could
we provide within eur boundaries than a
vigorous immigration policy? I do not
advoeate that immigrants should he en-
couraged just now, or sagmest that
there is room for them at the present
moment, but T would point out that it
has taken vears and vears to make these
arrangements, and that we had to make
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them in the face of the strong ecom-
petition of Canada and the United Stafes.
It was no small maiter. We could only
ahsorb from 15,000 to 20,000 immigrants
against the abserplion of one of the
larger countries of 200,000. Arrangements
had been made throughout England and
with the shipping companies and their
agents, and also within the State on a
commission basis. These arrangements
shonld not be dropped. They should be
kept alive so that, when the time is ripe
and the war is over, we can derive full
henefit from them. Tt will be seen from
the figures which T have quoted that, al-
though a vigorous policy was followed in
1906, it took several years before its value
could be proved to any appreciable ex-
tent. Jf this poliey is entirely dropped
now, it will take many years hefore we
ean pick ap this flow of immigrants, and
olher countries will get it to the detriment
of Western Anstralia. I have much
pleasure in moving the motion standing
in my name.

Hon. J. MITCHELL
[5.38]: T second the motion.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [539]: 1
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

(Northam)

Hon. R. . Underwood (Honorary
Minister): No, no.
My, SPEAKER: It is generally the

custom in such cases ifo allow the Min-
ister to speak. If the hon. member, how-
ever, desires the debale to be adjourned,
T must put the question.

My, Piesse: 1 am not partienlar,

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Minister ought
to adjourn the debate.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary Minister—Pilbara) [5.40]: There
is nothing to adjourn. The moiion movei
by the hon. memher is—

That in the opinion of this House
it is essential in the best interests of
the SBiate that the Government should
continue the Tmmigralion Department
and all agencies and arrangements
made m the past, which were found
essential for a vigorous immigration
poliey,

[ASSEMBLY.]

I have read this i full to emphasise the
fact that the hon, member did not toueh
his motion, Ile simply put up an adver-
tisement for bimself in conpeclign with
his occupancy of ihe position of Colonial
Seerefary. It is certainly necessary for
that hon. gentleman to endeavour to ad-
vertise himself, because ppssibly he wants
people to forget the opinions which they
have expuessed of him and his adminis-
tration.

Han, J. Mitehell: They say some nice
things about you.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): When I am here on this
side.

Hon. J. Miteliell: You ought not to be
there.

Hon. R. . UNDERWOOD {Honor-
ary Minister): It would be absurd to at-
tempt io follow the advertising screed
of the hon, member who has moved this
motion. T will deal, however, with a few
facts relating to immigration, He asserts,
and cuntinues to assert, that we have ab-
olished the Immigration Department.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: T am only tak-
ing your own word.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOOD (Honor-
ary Minisier): In that the hon. member
is absolutely wrong. Mr. Neville is at
the present time helding the position of
seeretary of the Immigration Departient.
He is doing all ile immigration work
that is necessary. He is also doing the
work of Protector of Ahorigines in his
spare fime. The position of Protector bf
Aborigines 15 a spare-lime job,

Hon, J. Mitehell: Ts it?

Hon. J. D. Connolly:
opinion.

Heon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister) : [ know more about the
quesiion than the hon. member. The posi-
tion is that, when war was declared, the
Government decided that it was not ad-
visable to eontinue animmigration policy.
There are reasons for this. One reason
is that we were not in a position to place
nmmigrants in work even if we could get
them.

Mr. Alien: You deeided on that hefore
the war,

That is your
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWOCD (Hovor-
ary Ainister) : The second reason is that
we could not get them. These are two
propositions that would stop anyboedy
who had any sense from pursuing an im-
migration policy. T admit, lpwever, it
would not sigp the hon. member for Perlh
(Hon. J. D, Connolly). If we want im-
migranis we should, I think, have British
immigrants, and we have to go to Eng-
land flor them. The man who would come
from England to Australia at the pre-
senl Lime, instend of going across to
Flanders, would not be a desirable im-
niigrant for Australia.

Alr, Green: Ilear, hear.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister}: Where else, therefore,
could we po?

Me, George: Yeu have to take them at
a suitable age.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): The men who are over
the age at which they can go to war
would not make suitable immigrants for
us.

Mr, Green -
country.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): The man who is above
the age at which he ean join the Army is
not soitable as an tmmigrant for this
country,

Mr. Allen: Were yon not opposed to
inunigration before the war broke out?

Hon, J. D. Connolly: You could not
help it. You were commitled to it.

The Minister for Works: We spent
more money on it than was ever spent
previonsly.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOT» (Flonor-
ary Minister): We were in the position
that we did not want to bring immigrants
into this country. If we wanted to we
could not do it. The hon. member savs
that we shounld have kept all our agen-
cies infact and have gone on with all our
expenditure.

Hon. J. 1. Connolly:
anything -of the kind.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
ovary Minister) : Then the hon. mem-
her is poing to keep these things in
operation withont expenditure. We de-

Not to start in a new

I did not say
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cided that it was useless fo try and get
immizrants even if we eould place them.
We decided that we would keep all the
records of the Immigralion Department;
that we would keep the secretary and
aceel.t nominations for the wives or fami-
lics of those persons who had been imni-
grants themselves (and we are still doing
this}; that we would accept nominations
for their fiancees, and ibat in special
eiveumstances we wonld aecept nomina-
tions for rvelations., That is what we de-
eided {o do, and that is what we are doing
to-day. 1f the hon. member can suggest
:m_;*lhing more that we could do to-day,
then I am prepared to listen to his sug-
gestion. Ile certainly made no sugges-
tion whatever. In fact, he took up all his
time with telling us what he had doue.
8¢ much for the question of what we
have done. We have taken eare that,
when the time arrives again for immigra-
tion, the lmmigration Office will be in a
position o resume its work without any
nacessity  for initial organisation.  The
whole of the work is kept in hand, and
can bhe restarted ak any time when we
think we can get hnnigrants and want
them.

1Ton. J. D. Comnolly: 1f vou deciderd
to pursue Lhat poliey

Hon. R. H. UNBERWOQOD (Honor-
ary Minister): The hon, member makes
a motion about what we are to do in the
future, and then he talks about what he
did in the past. Why was the hon. mem-
bher not here four years ago? The hon.
memhber says that the Moore Government
carried out a vigorous poliey of immigra-
tion, lle wave us some fizures, but I may
stale that he cooked them a little bit, e
ghifted (he fizures into a calendar year,
whilst thev are shown as for the finaneial
vear, [ kuoow lhe fgures. Necessarily,
T knew (hem.

Houn. J. D). Connolly : T quoted calendar
vears.

lon. R. 1. UNDERWOOD {Honor-
ary Minister): 1n 1910-11, the last year
ot the Moore Government, at the end of
thetr vigorous immigration policy, they
krought into this couniry 7,774 people.
In 1911-12, the first year of the Seaddan
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Government, there came into this eomiry
9,697 immigrants.

Hon. J. D. Connoelly: Four months of
that year was under ilie Moore Govern-
ment.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister) : In 1912-13 we introducerd
7,259 immigrants, or within 500 of the
number infroduced in the great year of
the boom Government, the Moore Govern-
ment, that did suech mighty things in
immigration. The Scaddan Government
in their seeond year introduced within 500
of the number of immigrants seeured by
the Moore Government in their last Year
of olfice.

ITon. J. D. Connolly: We hooked their
passages.

Hon. R. H. TNDERWOOD (Houor-
ary Minister): I am spenking to the fg-
ures, which bon. members opposite ap-
pear not to like. Now I desire lo coine
back to the motion, in faet to .try to
speak on the motion. The mover says
that we should continue to maintain all
the agencies which were in exislence in
the past. Those are the words of his
motion. A saystem was iotroduced and
carried on by the hen. gentlemen when
controlling this department, whereby the
Immigration Office established agencies
in a large number of eountry centres.
The eounfry agents received, 1 think, 5s.
for eneh immigrant for whom they found
a job.

Hon., J. D. Connolly: Yes, if it was n
suitable place.

The Minister for Works: If the job
lasted only 24 hours. '

Haon, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minisler): The hon, gentleman ap-
poinled agents to look for work for the
imigrants, and the agents were paid by
the Governmeni 58, in respect of each m-
migrant for whom work was found.

Mr, Green: A bob a noh.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): I will read a minnte on
this point—

Prior to Lthe appointment of agencies
of the Tmmigration Department in the
eountry distriets, the Labour Burean
successfully pinced all the immigrants,
without the expenditure of 5Hs, per
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head, the amouni paid to the agents for
the placing of immigrants, On tha
authority of Mr. Angwin, then 1on-
orary Minister, the placing of immi-
grants was again placed under the con-
trol of the Labour Bureau in July,
1911, and since that date all immigranis
have been placed by the Lalour Bur-
ean,  As the Labour Bureau has iis
agencies throughout the State, there is
ne  reason  why immigration work
should not be carried ont by this de-
partment. as was done long before the
establishmment of the Immigration De-
partment as a separate department.
1f the hon. member is merely desirous
that these ‘eountry ageneies should be
re-established, 1 e¢an assure himm  that
we have agencies of the Labour Bureau
carrying out the work infinitely better
than it was done by the nondescripts ap-
pointed by himself, and at a very much
cheaper rate. The Minister for Works
has pointed out by way of interjection
that the immigrant from Europe is be-
eoming scaree. IHe was becoming scaree
hefore the war, and he is likely to be
searcer at the present time and in the
near future.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Immigrants
have been searce for the last ten years.

Hon. B. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): When the Cook Govern-
ment were in power in the Federal Par-
liameni, an agent named H. C. Swmart
was appointed to go through BEurope
and report on the subject of linmigration.
Evidently, there was some reason for
woing past Britain when this agent was
sent. I will quote an extract from Mr,
Smart’s report—

On account of the drain by emigra-
tion oh Norway, Sweden, and Denmari,
the respective Governments have ve-
strieted same. (In Finland there are no
laws in Lhis regard.) TFor the purposes
of the Commonwealth these laws ean be
observed and immigrants secured at
the same time . ... TEmigration
agents would he pecessary, and agents
of high standing are available in Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden, Holland, and
Tinland.
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Does the hon. member desire ns to ap-
point agents as suggested by the emis-
sary of the Cook Government? This was
at the time of the volume of immigra-
tion. Shall we procced to appoint agenis
in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Fin-
land ?

Hon. J. D. Connelly: I am not respon-
sible for the Cook Governmeat. I have
never had anything to do with them,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): Let me-read this further
extraet from Mr. Smart’s report—

Scheme for Commonwealth to work
on: (1) To appoint agents to act for
each of the States. (2) The Common-
wealth to meet the cost of Press ad-
vertising, lectures, exhibitions, posters,
biograph shows, {3) The State to pro-
vide assisted passages. Any competi-
tion amongst the States to be discour-
aged, as it wounld have the effect of
drawing the attention of the authori-
ties to Commonwealth activities,

Those authorities apparently have not
found oul that the Commonwealth was
going on, notwithstanding the many
years during whieh the hon, membey had
been admipistering the Immigration
Office. I will continne my guotation—

Cost of advertising on Continent
for one year, £19,000. Canada objects
to Commonwealth emigration aetivi-
ties on Continent,

This was minuted by the present Min-
ister for Warks to the Premier, who
asked for a report by the Agent General.

The Agent General, under date of the

12th June, 1914, whieh as hon. membhers
arc aware was shortly before the declara-
tion of war, writes that, in connection
with immigration from Germany, the
fine advertisement obtained by the ex-
hibition and sale of Western Australian
apples in Hamburg has caused various
applications for assisted passages from
Cerman farmers and farm workers, and
that he was then negotiaiing with a re-
sponsible agent in this regard. On the
19th  June, 1914, the Agent General
writes that the farmer and farm worker
from Northern Europe are desirable set-
tlers for Australia, and that the scheme
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outlined by Mr. Smart for securing them
is identical with that in vogme in Great
Britain for years past. He considers
it will be an easy matter to ob-
tain these settlers when Western Aus-
tralia is ready for them. He suggests
that agents be appeinted in Germany,
Holtand and Seandinavia, and that
Western Australia shall appoint her own
agents.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Who suggested
that?

Hon, R. H, UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): The Agent General, the
hon. member’s late chief. That was the
svstem of immigration recommended be-
fore the war. Does the hon. member
want us to go on with those agenecies?

Hou. J. D. Connolly: We had agencies
21l over England,

The Minister for Works: But you
never had the immigrants; they were not
there.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honor-
ary Minister): Tet me go on  further
with the Agent Qeneral’s recommenda-
tions. \When Seidler and party first made
inquiry from Germany concerning West-
ern Australia, the Agent General states,
they were referred to the agent for the
Commonwealth at Berlin, and the busi-
ness was handied very unsatisfactorily
for Wesiern Australia

Member: Thank goodness!

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): The party were sent
over lo [london days before it was
necessary, and they had been informed
that all their expenses would be paid by
ihe Government, and also their expenses
for three weeks after landing. That is
some of the work which was done in re-
gard to immigration matters just before
the declaration of war., Tt must be ap-
parent that immigration from Britain was
ranning out; and I want to say right here
that, judging from recent events, Aus-
tralia would do infinitely betier to go on
without a great admixture of foreign peo-
ple than fo obtain immigrants from the
countries named. The huomiliating posi-
tion of the United States to-day, a posi-
tion owing to their mixed population, is
one that should be avoided by any and




414

every country. When we cannot get im-
migrants of our own race, we should cer-
{ainly not over-push that trade from other

countries. Next, I desire to give
a few further figures in regard to
immigration and emigration ageneies.

I have not gone to the trouble of
telling the House the cost of the
local office, but the cost of the London
office as regards immigration was for
1911-12 £8,084, for 1012-13 £6,042, for
1913-14 £7,726, and for 1914-15, the year
just closed, £5,033. Does the hon. mem-
ber suggest that we should go on paying
out of the taxpayer’s money such huge
sums for men to d¢ nothing? I contend
that the hon, member is talking absolnie
absardity, I wondered, when I read the
moljon, what the member for Perth was
going to say on it. I did pot think he
was going to talk about himself,

Hon. J. D. Cennolly: The Honorary
Minister knows perfectly well that the
agents were paid on results. If there
was 1o business, there was no commis-
sion.

Houn. R. H. UNDERWQOD {Honor-
ary Minister): The hon. member knows
his statement is not correct. He knows
perfectly well that Gilbert and Dolley
were employed permanently on immigra-
tion work. The Government dishanded
the London immigration staff enfirely.
We have cat out the whole of those sal-
aries. I will give ihe bon. member the
salaries. TFor 1911-12 they were £2,209,
for 1912-13 £2.167, for 1913-14 £1,858,
and for 1914-15 £1.592. We have prac-

tically cut out the whole uf those salaries, ,

and 1 say that any Goverument eontinu-
ing to pay them would not he doing their
duty by the people of Weslern Australia.
It was utterly impossible {o get immi-
grants, and, besides, we did not want
immigrants, Yet the hon. member says
we should have continued o keep these
officers in England and go on paying all
those expenses, just simply in order that
we might be readv to take up the work
again some vears hence. I contend that
the hon. member before tabling his mo-
tion should certainly have come to ihe
Government and made inquiries as to
what they were doing. Tf this House is
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of opinion that the Government should
go on paying all those expenses in the
London office and maintaining the Immi-
gration Office in Western Auslralia on
the same footing as when Western Aus-
tralia was getting thousands of immi-
grants—whilst now we are practically
gelting none—all T can say is that this
fovse ought to be down at Clarement.
As a matter of faet, if {he House is of
thaf opinion, T will leave.

Mr. George: 7 think it is worth risk-
ng. i

Hon. R H. UNDERWOQOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): [ renlly do not think
there is anvthing (o reply to. T ean only
say, in conclusion, that the Government,
realising that we do not want immigrants
at the present time, and nlso that we ean-
not get them, were ahsolufely right in
keeping down the expenditure to the
lowest possible figure, While we have
done that, we still retain the organisa-
tton, and it can he vestarted when imni-
granis are again availahle,

On motion hy Mr. A. N. Piesse debate
adjourned.

BILLS (2) — RETURNED TFROM

TREGISLATIVE COUXNCIL.
1, Land and Income Tax.
2, Fremantle MMunicipal Tramways

and Electrie Lighting Act Amendment.
Without amendment,

MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE, JOTNT
STANDING ORDERS.

Council's Message.

Message from the Legislative Couneil
infimating that it had agreed to the reso-
Intion from the TLemislative Assembly
and had appointed a select committes
consisting of the Hons, . P. Colebateh.
T. Connor, J. Cornell, A, G, Jenking, and
W. Kingsmill, to act eonjointly with the
select committee of the Legislative As-
sembly, and that the first meeting of the
committee would be held in the commit-
tee room of the Legislative Couneil an
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Tuesday, 31st August, at 11 o’clock a.m.,
and to report to the House on Wednes-
day, 8th September.

MOTION—WYNDIHAM FREEZING
WORKS, TO INQUIRE.

Mr. \GEORGE  (Murray-Wellington)
[6.3): I move—
That a Select Committee be ap-
pointed lo muke full inquiry into all
the circumstances surrounding the in-
ception, letling, and cancellation of the
contract or coniraels wilh Nevanas
& Co. in connection with the establish-
ment of freezing works at Wyndham
and report,
The tronble in ¢onneection with this mat-
ter

The Minister for Works:
at all.

AMr. GEORGE: The trouble in dealing
with this matter, from ihis side of the
House at any rate, and I faney also from
the Government side of the House, is
that the file which lias been laid on the
Tahie is not complete in matters upon
which a debate ean ensue, but it is so
full of ifems upon which a debate can
take place that it will be very difficult
indeed to keep within the hounds of the
understanding which has been arrived at
this session, - that party controversial
matters should be put on one side. I
will endeavour, so far as I possibly ean,
to keep within bounds, and T ask the
lipuse to bear with me if I do not sue-
ceed. I will endeavonr to justify any-
thing that T may lhave to say by refer-
ence to the file, and by quoting the page
of the file from which other hon, mem-
bers will be able to obtain the informa-
tion for themselves. Remembering the
speeches made in this House on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, we ean reeall (hat when
the member for Mount Margaret was
speaking the Honorary Minister inter-
jected. “You will never get to the hot-
tom of it.”" At that time T am afraid
I did the hon. gentleman an injustice. T
thought he was speaking in a defiant
mood, but after having examined the
filo, and {aken notice of the utierances

No trouble
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of the Premier to & representative of the
Sunday Times, I have come fto the
coneclusion that the Honorary Minister
was speaking after & continuous effort
on his part to understand the question,
and had given up the matter in despair.
The file was produced to this House
under very curious circumstances. Re-
ferences were made to this matter in the
debate on the Address-in-reply by vari-
ons members on this side of the Honse,
and the Minister for Works interjected
at one time that we could have the pa-
pers, and it was naturally supposed that
all the papers would be supplied.

The Minister for Works:
had all the papers.

Mr. GEORGE: Then it will be for me
to prove, if I can, from the file and from
the pages of the file, that we have not
been supplied with all the papers.

The Minister for Works: Yon have
had all the papers.

Mr. GEORGE: We have not, and [
shall try to show that that is the case.
Before going into the details, I wounld
like to explain to the House what the
file really consists of, In the first
place, it is not a file; it is simply
a mass of papers which have evi-
dently heen thrown together regard-
less of dates and continuity of narrative.
How ean it be otherwise when hon. mem-
bers take up one page and they find that
it starts in October, 1914, with what pur-
ports to be a precis of proceedings of
some conference, and that then it jumps
to 12th Mareh, 1915, and then goes back
to June, 1914, After that it goes back
to January and then wearily to the end
of July, after which it returns te March
and finally ends in July. Hon. members
who have had experience of depart-
mental matters know well that a file
starts with a paper bearing a certain
date, whatever that date may be.

The Minister for Works: You have
not examined many files.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member has
not seen ag many files as I have. Asthe
papers accumulate they are placed upon
the fle so that the top one is the most
recent,

You have
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The Minister for Works: Not always.

Mr. James Gardiner: If that were
true; a Minister’s life would be much
easier.,

Mr. GEORGE: If it is not true it
ought to be, and if it is not true it is
for the Minister in charge of the depart-
ment to see that he gets the file put be-
fore him in order. :

The Minister for Works:
have a job.

Mr. GEORGE: I could tell the House,
but it is not necessary for me to do so,
of the job I had in the Railway Depart-
ment, and- I know well how T left the
files. In addition to what I have said,
the file which was presented tfo us
bears evidence of being incomplete. No
one will say that the file confains the
information that the House and the
eountry have the right to receive. There
is one aspect to which T might refer now.
The Minister for Works, on the 13{h
July of this vear, reeeived a conple of
letters dated 26th March and 27th
Mareh from Mr. Nevanas addressed to the
Minister for Lands, Mr, Jolhnsen, and
the Minister for Works, with his ehar-
acteristic honesty and candour, says in
a memorandum that he is unable to diz-
eover the originals in any shape or form.
The point I want to make now in regard
to those letlers, is that if they were de-
livered by Nevanas & Co. to the
Minister for Lands, where were they
when-the Minister for Works had to deal
with the eancellation of the contract, and
how was it that they did not appear with
the other papers on the file which the
hon. member has given us here? If there
was a doubt in the mind of the Minister
for Works as to the existence of the
originals of those two letters, and if he
did' not believe they were genuine, why
did he complete his negotiations with
Nevanas & Co.? If they were genuine,
then the answer which will have to be
given is, where were they, and why were
they not given to the Minister who had
to deal-with the matter? Iither Nevanas
& Co. were bluffing the Minister, or were
joining in a eonspiracy against the Gov-
ernment, and were pulting forward faise
documents, or else those papers have been

He would
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withlheld and were not there to give the
proper aid to the Minister in carrying
out his duty.

The Premier: Yau must not prejudge
the case.

Mr. GEQRGE: I am not doing that.
I am drawing attention to these missing
documents becanse of an interjection
which was made.

Mr. Munsie: There is nothing you
would not say if you had the oppor-
tunity.

My, GEORGE: I=shonld like to say
something about the hon. member bub I
am afraid, if T did so, you, Mr. Speaker,
would say that T was not a gentleman.
1t is undesirable that papers should not
find their way into the reeord room at
the proper time.

My, James Gardiner: You would not
say that you would put confidential re-
ports on the file.

Mr, GEORGE: The hon, member is
trying to draw me away from what I am
endeavouring to show; [ am not dealing
with confidential doecmuents, I am deal-
ing with documents which are supposed
lo be ordinary business memoranda,
documents wheh are supposed to be pass-
ing between Nevanas & Co. and the Min-
ister for Lands. I koow well that eon-
fidential documents are kept back.

The Premier: Buf there are some eon-

fidential documents on this particular
file.
Mr. GEORGE: The documents to

which T am referring are simple business
docaments which were supposed to have
passed between a man who wanfs to do
some work and a Minister of the Crown.
If the originals of rhese doeuments have
been on the file, and are not now on the
file, the House will agree with me that it
was wrong to remove them., The House
has he right to have all the papers in
connection with matters of this sort.

The Minister for Works: I say vou
have every paper in connection with the
job from the time Nevanas took it up to
the time he left it.

Mr. GEORGE: The House has the
right to have all the papers and every
information, and it cannot form an
opinion on a matifer of this sort unless it
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is in possession of the fullest informa-
tion. It is not sufficient for the Minister
for Works, or even ihe Premier, to 1unle
sueh statemenis and expeet the House to
accept them. The House has a right lo
examine everything, but there is no re-
flection against Ministers if members do
not aceepl their statements. When (he
House asks for information it has (he
right to expeet it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr.

took the Chair]

Haolman)
F

Mr, GEORGE: Before Lhe adjourn-
ment T was frying to establish the poinl
that the Flouse has a right to have all the
papers or none, Ik 1s ullerly impossible
for the House to form an opinion on any
matter before it for decision unless it is
m possession of the fullest information.
That being so, it shonld insist upon that
fullest information heing fortheoming.
When the Estimates come forward, hon.
members will be asked to vote money in
conneetion with this project. They ean-
not econsistently do that unless they are
in possession of all the information in
relation to it. 1f this proposed comuit-
tee: be appoinied ils inguiries and its re-
port will be open to the publie, ns well as
to members. I do not suppose anyone
will deny that Lhe publication in the
West Australian of a lengthy resumé of
the file—1 say nothing of the comments
made by the newspaper—have caused
some anxiety among the public; and we
have to remember that, apart from our
position in the House and our dnties, we
are afier all simply the representalives
and servants of the public, and unless
the public are satisfied that their business
is being condueted on proper lines—

The Minister for Lands: Are you pre-
pared to guarantee that what appeared

in the Press was a true resumé of the
file?

Mr. GEORGE, The resumé of the fle
given by the TWest Australian—I am not
speaking of its commenis—is a fair in-
dication of what the file contains.
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The Minister for Lands: I say they
lave left out salient features.

Mr. GEORGE: Possibly so.

The Minister for Lands: Well, how
can vou say it is a fair resumé ?

My. GEORGE: So far as I ean judge
from a close study of the file the resumé
miven by the West Australian 1S a very
fair one,

Mr. Carpenter: It is a very hot file,
apparently.

Mr. GEORGE: As a proof that there
are olher papers which it is desirable we
should have, T will refer members to folio
1 of the fle, on whieh Mx. Cairns, one of
the members of the departmental board,
refers to an Agricultural Department
file. That may be taken as evidence that
there ave other departmental files in con-
neetion with this. Also, on folio 14,
members will find informalion given by
the departmental ofiicers from depart-
mental documents supplied to Nevanas
& Co. On page 33 they will find that Mr.
Beasley, Lhe chairman of the board, on
the 19th Mareh, had this to say—

Construction and design. This 1s
similar {o a proposition put up by me
about 12 months ago at your request.

On folio 34, the same date, they will find
that Mr. Cairns, after having gone care-
fully inte the matter, advises, for reasons
which appear to be prudential, that only
one-third of the scheme should be put in
hand. On page 37, Mr. Bone reports that
investigations had already been made by
the engineer for the North-West, and re-
ported on. That report is not on the file.

The Attorney General: That was in
anolher Government’s time.

Mr. GEORGE: I am trying to put
this case fairly, and it will be optional
for the Minister later on to eomment on
what I am saying, There are other papers
which should be on the file. The Minister
for Agricnlture wired to the Minister for
Agriculture in New Sounth Wales, and
asked wheller he eould recommend Mr,
Nevanas as suitable for the supervision
of the erection of the building.

The Minister for Lands: I never sent
such a wire. .

Mr. GEORGE: It is on the file. It
was sent by one of the Ministers and, I
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believe, by the Minister for Agriculture.
T will give the page on the file where it is
to be found.

The Minister for Lands: It goes to
show you have not read the file very care-
fully. You bave been reading the TWest
Australian instead.

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister will not
succeed in puiling me off my subject by
irrelevant interjections. There is on the
file a wire purporting to have been sent
by the Minister for Agriculture to the
Minister for Agriculture in New Sonth
Wales, asking whether thal gentleman
can recommend Mr. Nevanas for the sup-
ervision of this contract. The reply
comes, “Yes, letter following.” But no
snch letter appears on the filee.  When
aegotiations in conneetion wilh schemes
of this sort are in progress and it is con-
sidered necessary to ask the advice of
someone who knows the person offering
ro do the work, and necessary further to
put the teleeram on the file, surely it is
neeessary to also place on the file the
letter giving further explanation.

The Premier: Suppose there is no
such letter?

Alr. GEORGE: That snggestion eounld
e made by the Premier in the course of
his speech. If there i8 no such letter——

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Henorary
Minister) : Why not give the letter to
the committee?

Mr. GEQORGI: Earlier in the evening
the Honorary Minister said that if the
motion then under discussion were carried
he would have to leave the Honse, I
hope he will not make me feel that it is
a pity that motion was not eavried. Wikh
regard to these Wyndham freezing works,
this question has been under considera-
tion for some years. It was initiated, T
believe, hy the Government which pre-
ceded the Wilson Government. It is
rather interesting fo know what the de-
partment itself has done. While it is
nnnecessary to go back over a number of
years, let ns see what members of the
board state.

The Premier: Why not go back over
a number of years?
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Mr. GEORGE: Beeause 1 am nol dis-
cussing the slart of 1he project. I will
he prepared to diseuss that when the hon.
member gives us ihe papers we are en-
titled to have. Mr. Cairns, in his report
of the 10th October, says thal the confi-
dential report of the Government's clients
dealing  wilh (his business consisted
practically of a fair précis of the de-
parimental files. And he puls a com-
ment at the end of it to the Under Secre-
tary of the department as follows:—

1 rely on vou to see that the depart-

mental contribuiions, carefully com-
piled, are not entirely forgotien o0T
overlooked.

There iz evidence that work had heen
done hy the department.

The Premier: T have {ried to get that,
and failed.

Mr. GEORGE: On folio 14 the Min-
isler for Works—presumahly the pre-

sent Alinister for lLands—sends to MMr.
Nevanas plans and details which had
been prepared by the department. I am
anxious to show thai the department
knew something about ihe matter. On

page 29, under date Hh January, the
Minister for T.ands wanted Mr, Tindale
and Mr. Babington to call, so that he
eould make progress in regard to the
proposed agreement for the eregtion of
the works. That was in Janunary of this
year, long before the flender was ar-
ranged, If the works were going to be
done departmentally, there was no neces-
sitv for an agreement.  If there was
necessity for an agreement, it goes with-
out saying that the idea of making an
agreement with Mr. Nevanas had been
setiled long hefore.  On page 33 Mr.
Dundas, one of the members of the
board. nnder date 10th Mareh of this
year, recommends thal the work should
be let by contraet, and says that the con-
struction and design plans laid hefore
the board by the Minister are similar to
his proposition of 12 months before.

Mr, Foley: He does not say it should
be all done by contract.

Mr. GEORGE: He says the construe-
tion and desien are similar to his pro-
position of 12 months earlier. What I
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am irywg to establish is that the depart-
ment had already gone thoroughly inte
the matter,

The Premier: He was not in the de-
pariment 12 months previously.

Mr. Foley: Dundas says the machin-
ery and other plants should be done by
day labour.

AMr. GEORGLE: I am sorry the hon.
member cannot see the point I am mak-
ing. It is evident there is some porkion
of the scheme which Mr, Dundas recom-
mends should be done by day labour,
and it is also remarkable that the tender
aceepted from Mr. Nevanas was accepled
by the Government for the whele work.
An page 34, on the 19th Mareh, Mr.
Cairns recommends that the work should
be done by public tender; and he says
again that the plans, ete, bear a close
resemblance to deparfinental recommen-
dations. On pages 35 and 36 Mr. Bone,
ane of the deparimenial officers, refers
to those plans submitted by Mr. Nevanas,
and says there are no detailed plans—
leading us to believe that they were sim-
ply sketeh plans and he adds that the
board should have proper working
drawings.  His cstimale for the water
supply work to be done is set down ab
£48,550. This shows eclearly that the
department itself had gone into the matl-
ter. To my mind it also shows that in
the desire to assist Mr., Nevanas—I do
not say a wrong desire—the whole of the
plans and information in the hands of
the departmenl were placed in the pos-
session of Mr. Nevanas, We might now
inquire a little ahout this particular firm.
Mr. Cairns refers to them as the Govern-
ment’s elients. T thought a elient was
someone who wished to be advised by a
lawyer or wanted to purchase something,
hut Mr. Cairns vefers to them as clients
of the Government.

The Minisier for Works: That is suffi-
cient prejudice.

Mr. GEORGE: Whether that is so or
not, ihe Minister has had more to do with
them than I, and possibly he might be
correct.

Ar. Foley: You do not want to say
ihat Nevanas & Co. were philanthropists?
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Ar. GEORGE: The Labour party
have no time for philanthropists, so I
do not suppuse they were. So far as
Nevanas & Co. are concerned, there is a
préeis on folio 33 without date in which
they are referred lo as a firm of experts,
The Minister for Agricullure in New
South Wales recommended them to do
the cuonstruction, and the Agent General
reporied them as reliable and transacting
lurge business in a sound manner. The
Agent General wrote—

1 have made personal inquiries from
various banks and firms and under-
stand that the company named are
very respectable, of good standing,
meetl their engagements promptly, and
wenerally (heir methods of business are
highly satisfactory. . )

The board, in their recommendation,
said, “Provided Cabinet is satisfied as to
the vompany’s financial standing,” and
s0 on.  From that it is evident that the
Government feit quite satisfad as to the
bona fides of the company, both as fo
being able to carry ont the conlract from
Lhe financial point of view, and so far as
their expert knowledge as contractors
was concerned.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Did not we make all neces-
sary inquiries?

Mr. GEORGE: The Honorary Minis-
ter will persist in interrupting. If his
constituents had made inquiries about
him, they would never have inflicted him
npon this House. Hon, members will
remember that during the Address-in-
reply ihis matter was referred to and
one or two memhers spoke of Nevanas &
Co. as a company of adventurers. Ome
hon, gentleman, I think the member for
Geraldton {(Mr. Heitmann), stated that
they had not a £5 note amongst them,
but the most condemning part came from
the Minister for Works, who, I may say,
with regard to his portion of the affair,
showed that he went into the matter with
sound, solid common sense, and, so far
as was possible, T think, did his duty.

Mr. Carpenter: Why qualify it like
that?

The Minister for Works:
does his duty.

He always
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Mr. GEORGE: I conld not qualify
the hon. member for Fremantle (Mr.
Carpenter). On the 28th June the Min-
ister for Works wrote to Nevanas & Co.
and- after asking varions things, which
I think he was justified in doing, he said,
“Your company has not the power or the
means te carry oub this contract.”” The
question at once arises whether ihe con-
clusion to which the Minister for Works
had then arrived should not have been
reached before a matter of this sort had
proceederl to sueh a length,

The Minister for Works: A lot had
happened before that.

Mr. GEORGE: A lot of water had gone
under the bridge—a lot of very waste
water indeed.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : 'We are gelting some of the
waste water now.

Mr. GEQRGE: I am sorry I am not
at the flushing gate as 1 wounld see that
there was sufficient to carry the Honorary
Minister ont., We have the right to ask
why the firm of Nevanas and Co. were
called in. How did it come about? How
did the firn come to be introdueced? When
were they introduced? Who vouched for
them as heing experts in this particular
work? There is nofhing on the file to
show anything in fhat direction, except
the reports from the Agent General and
from the banks, and T have not the slight-
est doubt that if a report were asked
from the banks since Nevanas and Co.
reccived £8,060 or £9,000 from the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia, their
financial report would be very much bet-
ter.

The Minister
think so.

Mr. GEQORGE: Nevanas and Co., as [
pointed out, on the Address-in-raply,
never owned any works, never built any
works, but are simply traders in frozen
and. canned meats, rabbits, tallow, wool,
hides and skins, and dairy and other Aus-
tralian and New Zealand produce. There
can be no misiake regarding that, be-
cause I have it from what appears in a
copy of their articles of association in
this morning’s West Ausiralian. We find
that Nevanas and Co. of Melbourne, werc

for Works: I do not

[ASSEMBLY.]

registered on the 13th May, 1914, It is
a branehl of Nevanas and Co. of London,
who are said to have a capital of £26,000,
and Nevanas and Co., of Melbourne, have
a nominal eapital of £30,000 of which
20,000 shares are held by the governing
divector, Mr. Nevanas, showing conelu-
sively that Nevanas and Co. of England,
are importers of meat and, for reasons
best known to themselves, have estab-
lished a sister or daughter company
in Anstralia for the purpese of earrying
on the same business. 1 do not know
whether provision for this is comprised
in their articles of association. The Sol-
icitor General has said that they eould
not, under the articles of association,
enter into contracts. I do not know how
they deal with the profits they have made,
beecanse from the Government they bave
received 3 per cent, on plans or £4,650,
and § per cent. profit on malerial, £3,194.

The Minister for Works: Is that all
profit?

Mr, GEORGRE: No, that represents re-
turns, and is a very different thing from
profit. We are only concerned with what
the State has paid the firm, and T believe
I am eorrect in saying they received a
fee of £1,000 for their advice to the Gov-
ernment. Taking it altogether they have
made nearly £9,000 out of a little adven-
ture in the wilds of Western Anstralia.
In conneetion with the file, there are clear
indieations that, in addition to the erce-
tion of the works, it was contemplated
by the Government that Nevanas and Co.
should have the management and opera-
tion of them when completed. In fael,
1 think it will be found that the arrange-
ment went so far as to provide that their
aperations in cornection with the manage-
ment of the affair were to be conduclerd
on a commission hasis, It is idle to sup-
pose that such a matter could have pot
the notice it has on the fle unless there
had been negotiations for an agreement,
and probably the negotiations had even
culminated in an agreement, That is an-
other reason why this House should de-
sire to probe the matler right to the hot-
tom in order that we may get lo know ex-
actly the meaning of this particular ques-
tion. The Minister for Lands (Mr. John-



[25 Aueust, 1915.]

son) appears somewhat prominently in
conneetion with a certain portion of the
file, earrying out, no doubt, what he eon-
gidered his duty on the lines agreed upon.
There is a letter on the file dated 22ud
March in which Le agreed (o Nevanus
gending to Wyndham a manager and six
men with various plant and material to
make arrangemenis to commence tie
building of the jelty. Nevanas had saidl
in his estimate of ecosts that the jeity
conld be buili for £30,000. Nevanas’s re-
I'resentative, Rodger, who went up lo
Wyendham shortly after arriving, found
it would have leen wiser for himself
and his prineipals to have paid more al-
tention to the represenlations of the de-
jartmental offieers -becanze, immediately
after he arrived there, he stated that the
sum allowed for the building of the jertv.
namely, £30,000, was about 50 per cent.
of what it would cost, With regard to
ihe water supply estimated to cost
£30,000, neither Nevanas nor Rodger had
ever heen over the ground, and in arriv-
inz at the tender accepled by the Govern-
ment, which ineluded £30,000 for a waler
supply. Mr., Nevanas must simply have
made what ifr. Tindale termed a pot shol
at it. He had not been over the ground
—though he had deparimental informa-
tion awl data—and as evidence of thal.,
after the tender was aceepled e tele-
erarhed to the North-West for infor-
mation respecting ihe water supply at the
3-mile, FHad he gone over the ground,
which any reasonable man would suppose
he wounld bave done before submitting a
tender, he would not have needed to in-
quire iito that matter. On the 24th
Mareh, aecording to folio 58 of the file,
Nevanas and Co, wrote to the Minister
for Lands confirming what had been done,
and on the anthority of the Minister for
Works under date 17th Juue, we learn
that approximately £4,200 was spent in
connection with the first outlay in sending
men, material, and plant to Wyndham in
conneciion with the jetty. That is to say,
inen of whom we had no knowledge in
eonnection with work of this kind, thaugh
T daresay Rodger is a good man, were
sent fo Wyndham with material at a cost
of £4,200 when the officers of the depart-
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ment had heen declared unable to produce
a plan or supervise and carry out the er-
eclion of the buildings, [ do not intend
to make any comment on that. On folios
G2-4 of ‘the file—I de not know whether
ihose Hgures quite eorrespond with the
file, because there were two sets of num-
bers and there might be some eonfusion
—there is a letter dated 25th March in
wlhich Nevanas and Co. submitted a ten-
der of £155,150. The tender inecludes
eight speeial conditions and Mr. Nevanas
had previously obfained a copy of the
condilions attached to the ordinary de-
partmental tender. On the 31st Mareh
(folio §6) the Minister for Lands sent
the file to the ’remier. The Premier had
been away. There bad been a Cabinet
meeting on the 27th and, pending the
Premier’s return, the matter was  held
over. In sending the file to the Premier,
the Xinister for Lands urged a quoick de-
cision.  On the 6th April Mr. Nevanas,
fullowing cut hig system of push to which
the Mmister for Works objected, started
to push the Premier, and urged him to
wive a quick and final decision. On the
Sth April, the Minister for Lands ad-
vised Mr, Beasley, chairman of the inves-
tigalion bonrd, that Cabinet had that day
ilecided to aceept the tender of Nevanas
and Co. ‘Yet, according to the file, Cab-
inet were not asked fo accept it until the
following day. 9th April. No doubt there
i= some explanation of this diserepancy,
and that explanation is sought. Follow-
ing an this, the Minisler for Lands imme-
dintely advised Mr, Nevanas of Cabinel’s
deeision, hut Mr, Nevanas evidently went
o sec the Minister and endorsed a earbon
copry of this partieular letter to the cffect
that he accepted the tender on those eon-
ditions.

Mr. Carpenter: Are you going right
through the file? Tt is verv Lliresome.

Mr. GEORGE: T can go right through
it 1f the hon. member desires, but for the
rurpose of my argument, T prefer to con-
tinue on the lines 1 have chosen. This is
a malter as far as it has gone up to April
ath, vet we find in July that the Minister
for Works has handed to him by Nevanas
two letters from the Minister for Agricul- .
lure wilh reference Lo ihe confract he-
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fore Cabinet and aceepted. If these let-
ters are aulhentic, then they should bhave
appeared on the file in their proper posi-
tion. They should have been there to have
guided the Minister for Works -in his
difficult task of dealing with tlis particu-
lar affair. 1f they are not authentic and
dii! vot reach the Minisler, T say that
Nevanus committed fraud when he pre-
duced Lhem to the Minister for Works.

The PPremier: You are pre-judging the
case,

Mr. GEORGE: We .cannot get away
from a matfer-of this sort. There is only
one thing or the other to be thought.
Eitler the letters arve frands or, if they
are not, we want Lo know why they are
not on the file for the guidance of the
Minister.

The Minister for Lands: What bearing
wonld they have on the question?

Mr, GEORGE: T do net wish to do
more than place the faets before the
ITouse.

The Minister for Lands: You are draw-
ing inferences.

Mr. GEORGE: T am trying to place
the facts before the Honse without enter-
ing into any party matter or making any
insinuations,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You are accompanying facts
with inmuendoes.

Mr. GEORGE : Perhaps if the Honor-
ary Minister was accompanied by a few
facts it would do him a lot of good. He
neals them bhadly, We want te know
what the board lad to do with it Let
us o inte the aetion of the board.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Are you the ecommiltee?

Mr. GEORGE: I want to show that the
Gavernment officers were  very um-
generously treated in the remarks that
were made on the Address-in-reply. I
am just as strong as any man in the
Honse ean be in dealing with any depart-
mental officer who dees not do his duty
to the country irrvespeetive of what Min-
ister is in power. I am desirous, how-
ever, that these gentlemen should have an
opportunity, whieh T am trving to give
them, of showing hew far they under-
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stood the business and carried out their
dnties.

The Premier: Whe is going to judge
that?

Mr. GEQORGE: T am asking the Pre-
mier to judge, and I think before I have
finished that he will be so satisfied that
he will give me the Select Committee T
am asking for.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): You are asking the Select
Comitlee to judge it, but you are judging
the caze already.

Mr. GEQORGE: This is not a Caucus
meeting; this is a deliberative assembly.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): We do not get drivel like
that ap there.

Mr, Munsie: You have evidently bad
vour instructions.

Mr. GEORGE: On the 17th March
the Minister for Agriculture asks for a
report on the contract. The Government
had a board of expert officers appointed
to give advice. The board reported that
the exawmination of the plans, ete.,, had
not heen completed on account of lack
of time. and that the investigations of the
details had not been completed for that
reason. They considered that the work
could not he done in the time stated on
aceount of the difficulty in the freight of
materinls, ete. They decided that the
cost wag greatly under-estimated, and
vecommnended that public tenders should
be ealled. Flon. members on the opposite
side of the House on the Address-in-reply
spoke very much stronger than I have
spoken on the advisabilily of having pub-
liec tenders for a matter of this sort.
When officers of departments and the
nmebers of this House agree it is for the
Government lo take the matter into con-
gideration.

The Minister for Works; You are go-
ing further and giving other advice.

Mr. GEORGE: It was said that im-
rortant modifications would be required,
that the mformation was ineomplete but
that Ihis was the Dbest that time would
allow of. Members can form their own
judgment as to whether it is a fair thing
to ask a board of departmental officers
fo give an opinion upon sn important
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matter of this sort, on which there is
bound to be controversy, and yet not give
them the necessary lime to go into the
plans or complete the investigations in
regnrd to details, The chairman of the
hoard, on the 24ih, said that the buildings
as per Nevanas's plan were too weak.
The answer that will be given to that no
doubt will be that a factor in this was
the strength of materials. 'The opinion
of the chairman of the board was that
they were too weak. On the 25th, the

Minister for Lands set the matter hefore -

the hoard again, and pressed them to let
himn have a report as quiekly as possible.

The Minister for Works: That was
eizhit days afterwards.

Mr. GEORGE: The letter was sent at
4.30 on the afternoon of the 25th March,
and a reply was sent on the 26th, The
report of the board states that they e¢oh-
sidered the tender was too low, They
bowed to the pressure which, apparently,
was put upon them by the Minister that
they should be as quiek as possible in get-
ting through it, and so we have the hoard
hurried on in this matter,

The Premier: You are pre-judging the
case.

Mr. GEORGE: T am giving, as far as
T can, the text of the affair. I am trying
to be as fair as I can be.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : As fair as you can be.

Mr, GEORGE: The hon. gentleman
could not try to be fair. ¥e does not
know low to spell the word. Let me go
further. On the 20th March, on folio
70 and 71 of the file, the Minister for
Lands writes te the board—

Your letter of recommendation . . .
considered at the meeting of Cabinet
held on the 27th inst. when it was de-
cided that nothing further be done
pending the retwrmn of the Premier.

ITe then goes on to say—

T will be pleased if vou wonld imme-
diately take up wilk the Crown Law
Department the question of preparing
a special form of contraef,

and he set out the special conditions to
be followed in the preparation of such
contract. No doubt be would say it was
a correct contract to make, that there was

urgency for it, and Lbat it was necessary
to be prepared in conneection with the
affair, 1f we understand constitutional
Government aright, the acceptance of
tenders does not rest with the Minister.
Such acceptances have to be approved by
Cabinet, This State does not place in the
hands of any one man the right to deal
with the finances, or in any way to ac-
cept tenders on Lhese important matters.
It is desired that if anyone should take
the responsibility it should be Cabinet,
whatever Government are in power., We
are aware of the exisience of these letters
which Nevanas produced and upen which
he bases his reason for ordering certain
materials, ‘

The Minister for Works: 1 suppose
vou are aware that tenders are recom-
mended hy departmenial officers and
never go to Cabinet.

The Premier: Why not read from the
file instead of from the garbled stulf
which has appeared in the West .lustra-
lian?

Mr. GEORGE: I am reading from the
file. and what I am reading from the
West Australian has been compared with
the file, & copy of which, as it was laid on
the table, I have in my pdssession. It is
more convenient to quote from it in this
way.

The Premier: You are taking your in-
struetions from there.

Mr. GEORGE: Is that generous of the
Premier?

The Premier: Tt is true, but it may not
he generouns.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister} : Generosity would be lost on
you.

Mr. GEORGT: The letter sent by
Nevanas to the Minister for Lands will
he found on folie 254 of the file, and it
rends as follows:—

Referring to my letter of yesterday,
The letter is written on the 26th Mareh,

confirming acceptance of tender, T
thank vyou for accepting my tender
for the works and water supply as per
gchedule, and have ordered the supplies
of steel, ete., and am proceeding with
the placing of orders for machinery,
ete,
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The Minister for Works: The Minister
says he never saw that leiter.

Mr,GEORGE: This is one of the things
to be reconeiled. On the 27ih Marel—-
aud here is avother of the letters which
ought to lie reconciled-—we find the fol-
lowing :—

Reterring to my letier of yesterday
confirming acceptance of tender given
on behalf of my ecompany for construe-
tion of freezing works and water snp-
ply at Wyndhaig, I would remind you
that acting on your acceptance I placed
orders herc with the Govermment State
Implement Works for 20 miles east
iron pipes, also with a local firm for
steel reinforcement wire for ¢onerete
constructions, and also gave instrue-
tions for our Melhourne house to order
all structural sieel and corrugated iron
required for works buildings.

1t is, I think, for the committee to inves-
tigate and report as to whether these let-
ters snbmitted by Nevanas are forgeries
or nof. Hon, members can form their
own idea as to what bearing these let-
ters have on the matter, judging by the
fact that Nevanas did ovder some
£63,000 worth of material.

Mr. B. J. Siubbs: If there was no
original, would it be called a forgery?

Mr. GEORGE: T am not here to chop
aboui with matters of this sort, For the
information of the hon. member, who
rerhaps has not obtained it hefore, 1
would remind him that we have these two
letters, originals of which do not appenr
on the file, 1f these [eiters are true and
correel where are they? If they are nof,
then Nevanas and Co. are guilty of fraud.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Fraud possibly, bnt
they ure not forgeries.

Mr. GEORGE: I say they are guilty
if that 1s go. This is a matter for the
lawyers {o jadge.

The Minister for Works: When 1 was
in Sydney in April T sent a leHer which
has not been delivered yet.

Mr. GEORGE: That may be so, buf |
do not think that has any bearing on this
case, 1 want to let the hon. member for
Subiaco (Mr. B. J. Stubbs) know exactly
what is running through my mind. My
opinion is that this is either a case of
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fraud on the part of Nevanas, or else,
whoever received these letters has kept
them back and thereby deprived the Min-
ister for Works of information which he
should have had to guide Lim in his difi-
cult task in eonneetion with this matter.
The bhoard were asked to do eertain
lhings. The recommendation of the Min-
ister for Lands in Cabinet is to be found
on the file, and it is dated the 9th April.
1 should like hon. members just to bear
this part in mind, The recommendation
fo Cabinet says—

As requested [ have carefully cou-
sidered the report of the expert offi-
cers

These are the officers who, we were told
the other day, were unable to produce
plans and practically ineapable of super-
vising the ercetion of the works. The re-
commendaiion goes on—
who were appointed to investigate the
plans, specifications and proposals in
regard to the erection of freezing
works at Wyndham. '
e goes on to say that they have a tender
betore them to the amount of £153,150
and thaf—
This tender, with conditions attached,
has been reviewed by (he lnvestigation
Board
| have given the Houwse the time which
they were afforded for reviewing it,
namely, only a few hours—
and the board recommended, owing to
the lowness of the price tendered, and
the underlaking to complete the works
by May next year, that the tender
he aceepled.
Yet on the very day on which they say
that, the Minister for Works (IIon. W.
(", Angwin), being in the Eastern Stales,
a letter was senl tv him from the Lands
Depariment, signed, T understand from
the file, by the Minister for Lands, after
first of all having recommended that the
tender be accepied on the repori of the
expert oflicers, as follows:—

T have looked through the points
raised by the different officers, and my
opinion is that they have gone to the
ukmost extremes in trying te build up
the costs of these works, and I do not
want them to be taken very seriously.
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Yet their recommendation was taken so

seriously that the Minister conld re-
ecommend Cahinet that a tender for
£155,000 should be aceepted. To my

mind that diserepancy assuredly is one
which eannot very well be reconciled.
The House will perbaps purdon me if 1
say that I have had as much e¢xperience
as any man in this House with regard
to contraets, both in the Old Country
and in Aunstralia; and I bave never, in
the whole of m¥ experienee, seen condi-
tions similar to those appearing in this
contract. In the first place, Nevanas &
Co. are to be paid 85 per cent. of the
work done. That is usual. But they are
to be paid 85 per cent. of the cost of
material brought on to the ground. That
is unusual. The usual thing is that 50
per cent. is paid, and I think that condi-
tion even now obtains with regard to
ratlway contracis in this State. The rea-
son for paying only 50 per eent. is this:
materials have to be held om the ground
until it is time to use them, and with
many malerials deterioration sets in.
Accordingly the Government super-
visors reserve-—and rightly reserve—the
right to refuse to allow any material to
go into the worlk unless it is in first class
condition. Now, if 83 per ceni. of the
value of material i1s paid to the contrac-
tor as soon as it is on the ground, it
means that the Government ave absolu-
tely tinancing the contractor. It would
he an easy matter for a man to have his
invoices inflated for that purpose,  if
neeessary. 1 do not say that was done
in this instance. Let ug assume that the
fnvoices were absolutely honest, Still, 15
per cent. reserve would not afferd suffi-
cient margin to safeguard the interests
of the Government in regard to the qual-
ity of the material at the time it is
nsed for the work. Then there is an-
other elause appearing with regard to
which there should be more explanation
than is given by the file. That is with
regard to the cost of material. The
clanse in question is one that 1 have
never seen in any contract that T have
had to do with, and in the course of my
tife T have had to do with numbers.
Moreover, I do not think any other con-
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tractor has had experience of such a
clause. It provides that the contragtor
is to be paid for material according to
the rise and fall of the market,, And
mark this: the propesition put forward
by Nevanas & Co. stipulated simply for
tile rise of the market, They knew per-
fectly well (hat there was not likely to be
any fall in the price of material. How-
ever, when it comes to placing the propn-
sition here in the contraet as a clause,
“rise” is amended to “rise and fall.”

I'he Minister for Lands: That was
between specified dates, was it not?

Mr. GEORGE: Their tender was to be
taken as from the 1st March, and there
are no such dates as suggested, so far as
I have been able to discover. Ii may be
so, but I have oot been able to find such
a limitation. There is no daie which
fixes when the rise or fall is to finish.
‘ad ¢!l hon, members know, any one
Wwia Lua had to do with ordinary busi-
uess tronsactions to-day knows perfeetly
well, that the price of anything in the
shape of eorrngated iron, wire, struc-
tural ironwork, cement, and similar com-
modities has been rising by leaps and
bounds. I can illustrate that by one
parficular item whieh is Jargely used in
connection with these works.—galvan-
ised corrugated iron.  The price of
spelter, that is to say zinc, which is
used for galvanising, ruled before the
war at about £22 per ton. It has now
risen to about £127 per ton. And what
is the reason of that? The reason is
that the main supply of spelter, which is
used for galvanising iron or wire, has
hitherto been obtained from refiners in
Belgium and in Germany.  Although
the zine coneentrates which the Broken
Hill Proprietary Co. have are available
they are not in such a form that they
catt be applied to the purpose of gal-
vanising. Consequently, the price of all
metals which have to be galvanised has
gone up.

The Minister for Lands: Would not
that consideralion justify that clause?
Suppose you had put in a tender on the
1st March, and suppose thal prices were
Auctuating to sueh an extent, would you
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not like to be protected if your tender
was not aecepted until the 15th March?

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. gentleman
puts forward a case, but I must confess
such a thing has never come under my
notice.

The Minister for Lands: Did you ever
know of war time before?

Mr. GEORGE: No.

The Minister for Lands: If you were
contracting under the same conditions,
you would want the same terms.

Mr. GEORGE: At all events, the con-
dition is & most peculiar one. Another
point in connection with the contract is
not very clearly shown in the documents
on the file. That is the question of
supervision by the. contractor of hisown
work.

The Minisier for Works: He was not
to do that. The work had to be done
under sapervision.

‘Mr. GELORGE: Nevanas and Co. put
in a tender, and their tender was ae-
cepted, and the New South Wales Mini-
ster for Agriculture was asked his adviee
as to giving Nevanas and Co. the super-
vision,

The Minister for Works: That was be-
fore Nevanas had the contract, a long
while before that,

Mr. GEORGE: The honourable gentle-
man will no doubt be able to show that,
but this is what the file states.

The Minister for Lands: Do you seri-
ously suggest that any Government would
let a eontract to a man and allow bim to
supervise the work himself? Do you
suggest thatq

Mr. GEORGE: I simply say what the
file says.

The Minister for Lands: You read that
05 from the file,

AMr. GEORGE: I am trying to show the
necessity for the placing of further
papers on the Table of the House in con-
nection with this matier. T am trying to
show the necessity for a seleet commitiee
to make inquiry, and in order to do Lhat
I must state the reasons which appear, at
any rate to me, to prove that there is
necesrity for further investigation,
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The Premier: Several files eontain whal
happened before we eame into office; and
it seems they were lost,

Mr. GEORGE: There is a statement,
1OW,

The Premier: I have been looking for
them,

Mr. GEORGE: If the hon. gentleman
will take my word, this is not a party
gueslion with me, I am trying to keep it
from Dbecoming a party question, But I
will say this, that if the Liberals were in
power, and they had carried out this busi-
ness, then, if I stood by myself, I would
move in e¢xaetly the same way as 1 am
moving to-day.

The Premier: Yes, I belicve you; but
thousands would not,

Mr. GEORGIE: The hon, gentleman
may not believe it, but such is the faet.
We now come along to the point where
the Minister for Works gets hold of the
affair. It is put into his hands; and T am
very rlad for the sake of the country that
it was put into his hands, beeause he
evidently had the time, whieh the other
Minister had not, to go into it thorough-
ly, and he went into it thoroughly.

The Minister for Lands: I suppose’
you are aware that the DMinister for
Works had just returned from the East,
and that he would have dealt with the mat-
ter altogether if he had not been absent
from the State.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 kuoow of a letter
showing the kindness of the Minister for
[.ands towards the Minister for Works,
because in sending over a letler to the
Minister for YWorks in the East be said,
“1f this will delay your return, do not
worry: I will look atter matters.”’ How-
ever, the matier dragged along very
wearily. 1 do not propose to give hon.
members all that T have here, For one
thing, il would {ake too long. Nevanas
& Co. were to send in certain drawings
and specifications  hy the 22nd Aprii,
whieh they did not do. The Minister for
Works pushed the matter along as far as
he possikly could, and he finally came to
the conelusion which anyone else wonld
draw from the file, that Nevanas & Co.
were desirous of being financed by the
Government. This, in fact, is proved by
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various letters, one of which is shown on
the file as baving been turned down by
the Minister. Althongh Nevanas & Co.’s
aceeptance of contract was without con-
ditions, and although they accepted modi-
ficattons of their tender, they ac-
tually had the business self-confidence
to try and get the Glovernment fo pay
them in full for all the work they did,
and for all the material they supplied, as
they went along. They stated that when
they had done sufficient work and sap-
phied sulficient material to make up the
85 per cent., the balance could be kept
until the job was completed. Let hon.
members think for a moment of the busi-
ness acumen of a firm that wonld submit
to the Cabinet of experts we have before
us a proposition that for every pound
spent by the firm in wages or material a
}ound should be paid by the Government
right away.

The Minister for Works: They did not
got it, did they?

Mr, GEORGE: No. Thanks
friend opposite, they did not.

Mr. Heitmann: It is surprising to me
that they did not ask for 25s. in the
pround.

Mr. GEORGE: I am sarprised fo find
this 83 per cent. proposition, although
they did not get it. The deparimeéntal
officers, however, seem to have missed
the point altogether.  They certainly
saw that Nevanas & Co. were trying to
be paid in full, bui they did not
see that the Government were losing
their guarantee that the contract
wonld be carried out. The percentages
retained coustitute an additional guar-
antee that the work shall be carried ont.
The reason for the retentions is this: al-
though a hond or guarantee is obtained
at the start of the work, apart from the
rercentages kept in hand, it is perfectly
well known to practical men fhat as work
eones on it has fo be kept in its proper
strength, so that it can be relied upon.
Unless a percentage is kept in hand, in
the event of any structural defects be-
ineg disclosed, there may not be sufficient
money represented by bond or deposit to
tnable the work to be rompleted properly.
1 instance this merely to show that Ne-
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vanas & Co. were very, very cute. I
do net know where Mr, Nevanas origin-
ates, but I should say that, wherever he
may have been born, his ancestors must
have come out of the Levant. His name
is very much like others I have encoun-
tered there, and his actions are typical
of the sharp adventurer to be met with
on the coasts of the Mediterranean, on
the northern shore of Africa, and the
southern shore of Europe. I may say
thut when the propositions were placed
hefore the departmental officers, these
gentlemen lad something more to say in
connection with the matter., Mr. Cairns,
the expert—]J think we may e¢all him an
expert in regard to refrigevating matters
—was not at all satisfied with the macbi-
nery; but Mr. Beasley, the Chief Archi-
fecl, who eannof be expected to bhave any-
thing hut a superfieial knowledge of ma-
chinery, thinks it will probably be all
right. Then, in connection with the nego-
tintions for the cancellation of the con-
tract, we find ¥y, Nevanas putting for-
ward a peculiar elaim. He was not
modest. He appears almost fitted to be
a member of a more angust assembly
than this, because he puts forward such
peculiar c¢iaims, In this instance he asks
for 2% per cent. commission on £70,000
worth of cil—abont 20,000 tons of oil ab
about £3 12s, 6d. per ton, He asks for
commission on that. There is nothing on
the file to show whether that oil was
ever bought.

‘The Minister for Works: He did not
welb that eommission, did he?

Mr. GEORGE: Thank goodness, he
did not. Even his oil, in addition to the
20.000 tons, was not sufficient to get him
that commission from the Minister. But
there 18 nothing on the file to show that
Nevanas had authority to purchase
£70,000 worth of oil, if be had done it
There is nothing to show that he did do
it. but T think we are entitled to know
whether any steps were taken to purchase
this £70,000 worth of oil. There is cer-
tainly some warrant for asking the ques-
tion, beeanse I find on the file references
to some company—their name is not dis-
closed—whe infend to erect tanks to con-
tain this oll, some of it at Fremantle and
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soine at Wyndham, There is no doubt
that if one insials oil engines one requires
oil to work them; but the purchase of
20,000 tons, if the purchase has
been made, or if even it has been
snggested, is to my mind a matier
wanting considerable explanation from
those who were concerned in it
Even if the oil engines had been erected,
they were not supposed fo start
worlk until the beginning of next year;
and 20,000 tons of oil could not be used
at Wyndham in less than about five
years.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Chesson: Palm oil.

Mr. GEORGE: I have not said any-
thing of that sort, and I am not insinu-
ating it. We have a vight lo know every-
thing in regard io these matters, and the
basis of them. That 20,000 tons of oil
wonld be more than would be required
for Diescl engines for five years.

The Minister for Works: I turned it
down.

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister will un-
derstand from what T have said that T
think he did his duty, and I rejoice that
he tackled this malter in a eommoen-sense
and businesslike manner. But we want
to know somelhing ahout this £70,000
which we have to provide

The Minister for Works: There was
no oil bought and no commission paid;
we have no liability in that regard.

Mr. GEORGE: Then we eome again
to the £63,000 worth of plant, all of
which had not been bought, but which
was negotiated for. There were still ten-
ders to aceept, and orders to place, and
before the Government could assume re-
sponsibility for fhat quantity of plant,
ete., it would want to have some evidence
to support the statemeni as to whaf had
been done. When the lime came for the
cancellation of the contract, Mr. Nev-
anas put in a elaim, and he asked to he
paid three per cent. on £106,000, being
the valne of his bills, ete, and Mr,
Beasley, the officer of, the deparimenl,
who had to advise the Minister, said he
considered it very reasonable to pay three
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per eent, Yet three or four days after-
wards, we find that this £106,000 5 ahso-
lutely forgolten, and the recommendation
from Mr, Beasley, which again he says is
reasonable, is thal three per cent. shonld
be pmd on £155,000, and it was paid.
Three per cent. 18 the usnal commission
for architects and engineers te make in
connection with the preparation of plans
which include skeleh plans, working
drawings, specifications, and the calling
of tenders. Mr. Nevanas, however, did
not produce for the Governmeni, so far
as T can gather, any of these things, buf
he submitted plans which the depart-
mental officers referred to as being in-
complete. He never made proper plans.
He may have made sketch plans with re-
gard to the waterworks, and in regard
lo which neither Mr. Nevanas nor Mr.
Rogers ever went over the ground.

The Minister for Works: Nevanas did.

Mr. GEORGE: Well, Rogers did not,
and he telegraphed {o his principal thal
ithe water supply ecstimate of £30,000
would have to be inereased by 30 per
cent, Mr. Rogers, to use his own expres-
sion, was “full up,” and wired his re-
signation to Mr. Nevanas.

The Minister for Works: Will yon
allow me to tell you that so far as Mr.
Beasley is coneerned, he must have been
perfeetly satisfied with the plans as pro-
vided. T have never seen the plans,

Mr. GEORGE: I am not charging the
Minister or anyone. I want the House
to bear with me in this maiter while T
explain the position as it oceurs to me
from a perusal of the file, and as far as
my ability will allow me. Tf T were de-
sirous of making a party question of it,
I could say a lot of things, but I am
trying not to do that. I was explaining
that Nevanas received this three per
cent. on £155,000, and 1 think it will fall
within the seope of the House to give Mr.
Bensley the opporinnity of explaining
why he recommended the payment of the
eommission, first on £106,000 and then
on £135,000.

The Minister for Works: Do you not
think that that is explained by Mr.
Reasley’s minule?

Mr. GEORGE: T do not think so.
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The Minisier for Works: He wanted
to refer the matier to arbitration.

Mr. GEORGE: The matier he wanied
to refer to arbitralion was the elaim
made by Nevanas for £700 for travelling
expenses, and Mr. Beasley remarked
about that that if it was rveferred to ar-
hitration his knowledge of arbitration led
him (o conclude that the deparfiment
would have to pay,

The Minister for Works:
sav, in regard to the plans?

Mr, GEORGE: T think not.

The Minister for Works: Yes he did,
and that is the reason why he recom-
mended the payment of the £700.

Mr, GEORGE: Mr. Nevanas wanted
the {liree per cent. on £106,000, and he
wanted damages to the extent of £6,500,
which the Minister for Works had no in-
tention of paying. That is the position
as far as T can make it out. He also
claimed coinmission on eement which he
had in course of negotiaticn, but of
course he did not get that. The Min-
ister makes a recommendation to lhe
Cabinet, and Cabinei approves. The
Solieitor General draws np the vouchers,
someone draws a cheque, and Nevanas
zoes on his way rejoteing, hoping to find
other amiahle eountries in which he can
do as well as he did in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: He was not
rejoicing mueh when I saw him last,

Mr. GEORGE: The House would like
to know what this experiment has cost,

Did he not

this experiment of dealing with the
matter in the way T have shown,
We hLave spent £4.200 in  sending
Mr. Rogers (Mr. Nevanas’s man)

and a staff with material to Wyndham,
and we know there has been paid he-
tween £5,00 and £9,000 te Mr. Nevanas
in connection with the matter. We also
know that there is a £63.000 lability

for stock purehased. and stock whieh has °

ta ecome along, and with regard to those
purchases we have to eomplefe the work.
Tt is not usual to pay five per cent com-
mission fo people of that deseription un-
til they have done their work. Moreover,
brokeraze is one per cent. and Nevanas
received five per eent., and in addition
three per cent, for his plans. There has
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gone something like £14,600 plus £63.000
a total of £77,000. This has either been
paid or it will have to he paid in connec-
tion with ihis matter, and I contend,
from what [ have shown to the House in
as fuir a way as I can, that it is desir-
able ilat a select committee should be
appoeinted——

The Premier: As fairly as you have
been able, but stitl with hias.

The Alinister for Works: Do you not
think it is better to have the £77,000
worth of material rather (han pay eom-
pensation ?

Mr, GEORGE: If the Minister has
misunderstood me, at the risk of boring
the House T will repeal what T have said.
The ecompensation Nevanas & Co. Te-
ceived was about £9,000.

The Premier: That is absolutely in-
correct,

Mr. GBORGE: There was £3,000 for
plans, £4,000 odd for commission, and
£1,000 for expenses, and in addition to
ihat, the State has paid £4,200 to
zet the maierinl and Nevanas's men con-
veved to Wyndham, There we have
€13,000, and the State has aceepted a
lability to take over matertal of the
valne of £63,000, nearly £80,000 that this
State has to find. What the loss is to
the Slate is beside the question. I think
I have given fairly, ample reasons why
the Touse should appoint a seleet com-
miltee, whirh would get further informa-
tion in connection with this matter. The
Honse has attempfed to get all the pap-
ers, and it is entitled to have them, We
thought we had all the rapers, but we
find that they are not all here. T hope
the Hounse will see, for the reasons I have
given, that it is desirnble we should have
all the papers, and T am quite saiisfied
that all shades of political opinton will
agree that a little more light should be
thrown on the transaclion. 1 desire to
move the molion standing in mv name.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvaphoe) [8.42]: Tn view of
the rather lengthy remarks of the hon.
member, I want to ask the House to
acree fo the adjournment of the debate.
T move—
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That the debate be adjourned until
Tuesday next,

Question passed.

RETURN — RAILWAY  FREIGHT
AND HAUTING COSTS, GOS-

NELLS-MIDLAXND, .

Ovder of the Day read for resumption
of dchate on motion moved by Mr. Rob-
inson as follows:—

That « return be luid apon the Table
of the IHouse showing (a) the number
of tons of Colliec coal brought from
stalions south of Gosnells to Midland or
passing through Midland Junction Lo
any stalion beyond Midland (all lines)
during twelve months ended 30th June,
1915; (0) the number of tons of rail-
way sleepers wnd timber brought from
stations south of Gosnells to Midland
or passitg lhrough Alidland Junclion
to any station beyond Midland (all
lings) during twelve momths ended 30th
June, 1915; (¢) the number of tvns of
all other freights brought from stations
soulh of Gosnells fo Midland or -pass-
g through Alidland Junetion to any
station beyond Midland (all lines)
during twelve months ended 30th June,
1915; (d) fhe total cosr of hauling the
total tonnage referred 16 in paragraph
(@) 10 miles duriny the same period:
(¢) the total cost of hauling the tolal
tornage referved to in paragraph (b)
10 miles during the said period: (f)
the total cost of hauling the fotal ton-
nage rveferred to m paragraph (e} 10
miles during the said period,

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe} [8.43]: T want to
aslk the hon. member who wmoved this
motion to agree to its withdrawal. T
have made inquiries from the Commis-

sioner of Railwavs in regard to it, and.

have been informed that it will be almost
impossible to obtain accarately the in.
formation which the hon. member de-
sires. Tt womld also he rather expensive
to comply with the hon. member’s re-
quest, because of the limiled staff the
Commissioner has available, and more-
over, the C‘ommissioner suggests that to
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comply with the request would serve no
purpose, because the particulars which
would be fuarnished would not he aceu-
rate, and under the circumstances it
would not be desirable 1o altempt to
comply with the request.  Further, to
supply the information would require the
whole of the large records being turned
up for the 12 months, hecanse of the
fact that the department has been carry-
ing a huge quantity of material for the
Trans-Australian  railway by different
routes, and that has been done merely to
suit the department’s own convenienee.
The Commissioner, however, will supply
the hon. member with any information
he has at his disposal.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [8.44]: As
T understand that as my motion, if
carried, will canse some inconvenience to
the depariment, and that, when con-
venient, the fizures will be made avail-
able, T will, by leave, withdraw it.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

House adjourned at 8.45 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 26th August, 1915,

—_—
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